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Ukrainian army soldiers go to the front line оп an armoured vehicle as 


pro-Russian separatists fire heavy artillery, on the outskirts of the key 
southeastern port city of Mariupol, on September 5, 2014. 
PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


Poroshenko 
Й й Pioneer transportation 
O {fe r 97 sp e clal Visitors to the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village enjoy and horse-drawn wagon ride during the Harvest 


Food Festival, Sept. 7. This was the final special event of this year's season and featured traditional harvest 
activities from the period of 1892-1930. For more see page 9 of this issue. 


status’ for east [EU may repeal new sanctions 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Russian separatists on September 5 ; : 
Petro Poroshenko says he will sub- preserves ae concept of Ukraine as (RFE/RL)—European Council President Herman They also include a ban on financing from EU 


mit a bill to parliament to grant а sovereign, united country within | Va" Rompuy said on September 11, the day this issue countries to Russian energy firms like Rosneft, 


“special status” to areas in eastern its current borders. of Ukrainian News went to press, new EU sanctions Transneft, and Gazprom Мей. 

Ukraine but that the country will “We will not make any conces- will go into effect September 12 against Russia for its || It also add the names of 24 Russian citizens and pro- 

anes mana sions to anybody on the issue of | Tle im Ukraine’s conflict, but held out the prospect the Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine to the existing 
Poroshenko told a televised gov- the sovereign structure of our state, | ЗапоПоп5 could be scaled back or repealed. sanctions list, targetting them with travel bans and 


ernment meeting on September 10 the issue of independence, and the | | У2п Rompuy said the EU would monitor the peace _ freezing their assets in the EU. 
that a peace accord signed with pro- issue of territorial integrity. We те- | РІОСО55 in eastern Ukraine to determine before бе епі Meanwhile, the Russian ruble fell to a new record 


main a united state,” he said. of September if changes are merited. low of 37.57 to the dollar. 
Publication Mail Agreement The separatists have said that de- | _ The fresh sanctions tighten restrictions on weapons || Вивзіа'є Foreign Ministry on September 11 called 
#40007679, paid at Edmonton, | spite the accord signed in Minsk, | 4¢4! with Russian defense firms. Cont. on P. 5 


Alberta. which called for decentralization 
of power and an “inclusive national 
dialogue,” they still intend to break 
away from Kyiv. 

Poroshenko said that the Minsk 
protocol “prescribes the restoration 
and preservation of Ukraine’s sover- 
ен GHEVGHEN KG. eignty in the whole Donbas region, 

Shas including the territory which is tem- 
Сапад G6 Reis ily under rebel control.” 

‘anada Li? Foundation | Porarily under rebel control. 

He said that “there is no — and 
there could not be — federalization 
and forfeiture of this territory.” 

Poroshenko also said a cease-fire 
between government forces and 
pro-Russian separatists who hold 
parts of the eastern Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions has been difficult 
to maintain, saying “the terrorists 
are trying all the time to provoke” 
their opponents. 

But he said “the situation has 
radically changed at the front” 
since the cease-fire came into effect 
on September 5. 

Russian President Vladimir Pu- 
tin’s foreign policy adviser, Yury 
Ushakoy, said that Putin and Poro- 
shenko, in a telephone conversation 


on September 9, broadly agreed that = М 7 У 

“the cease-fire is being observed al- Teaching English In Ternopil 

though it is a difficult process.” This Summer the Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union (SUSK) supported an English language education 
Poroshenko said government program in Ternopil, Ukraine, led by SUSK alumnus Taras Maluzynsky. Participants learned English through 


forces were regrouping in easter | jnreractive lessons, including speaking, listening, reading, writing, viewing, representing, singing, and physical 
Cont. on Р. 5 ! education. Pictured above: Maluzynsky with the younger group. For more, see page 16 of this issue. 
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personalized designs a 
serving Albertans with dignity bial 
for over 36 years OF NORTH AMERICA 


Honour Your Family 
with a 
Work of Art 
Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 
All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 
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СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 


11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: (780) 471-4477 Fax: (780) 477-0617 
E-mail:ucss@shaw.ca Website: www.ucss.info 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 


суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - а non-profit organization, responding to the needs and 


interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
¢ counselling and advice 


information, referral 
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Європарламент і Україна 16 вересня 
ратифікують Угоду про асоціацію 


Віталій Єреміца, Радіо Свобода 

8 вересня комітет Європейського парламен- 
ту із закордонних справ дав «зелене світло» на 
ратифікацію наступного тижня угоди про асоціацію 
та зону вільної торгівлі (ЗВТ) між Україною та 
ЄС, Це - чіткий сигнал підтримки європейських 
прагнень українців, заплачених дорогою ціною, 
кажуть парламентарі. Водночас, співачка і гро- 
мадський діяч Руслана у цій євроустанові зверну- 
лася до європейців із вимогою накладати санкції 
доти, доки останній російський солдат не покине 
територію України. 

Якщо Європа дещо й втомлена від розши- 
рення, нам не слід опускати руки в підтримці й 
налагодженні близького партнерства із Україною 
в цей драматичний момент - так у понеділок 
європейські депутати висловлювали підтримку на 
подальше ухвалення угоди про асоціацію, що за- 
плановане на наступний тиждень. 

Голова парламентського комітету із закордонних 
справ Ельмар Брокзаявив, що сьогодні українському 
народові був надісланий символічний та позитив- 
ний сигнал, адже підтримку асоціації висловили 
49 членів комітету 1 тільки 8 євродепутатів висту- 
пили проти. 

Доповідач з питань України, польський пар- 
ламентар Яцек Саріуш-Вольський зауважив, що 
прагнення йти до Європи було висловлене на 
Євромайдані й заплачене дорогою ціною. 

«Наступного тижня на  пленарній сесії 
у (Страсбурзі 16 вересня, щоб підкреслити 
символічний сигнал українській Halil від 
Європарламенту, ми проголосуємо за Угоду того ж 


дня, що й український парламент, Верховна Рада. 


Слава Україні!», - заявив польський євродепутат. 
Також у кулуарах Європарламенту обговорюва- 
ли й агресивні дії Росії та грядущі нові санкції з 


боку ЄС, які мають бути ухвалені. Європейський 
союз у понеділок підтвердив, що і надалі просува- 
тиме запровадження нових санкцій проти Росії за 
її роль у дестабілізації ситуації в Україні, та попри 
сумнівну пропозицію російської сторони щодо 
припинення вогню на Донбасі. 

Ельмар Брок, вважає, що підстав вірити, ніби 
Росія щиро бажає врегулювання ситуації в Україні, 
немає. 

«Там далі лунають бої та вибухи і дехто 
припускає, що припинення вогню було потрібне 
для консолідації російських сил для досягнення по- 
дальших цілей. Сподіваюся, що це не так, але є все 
більше ознак, що це правда. Немає підстав вірити, 
що із припиненням вогню Путін відмовиться від 
всіх своїх цілей», - каже німецький політик. 

Тим часом, українська співачка Руслана Лижич- 
ко на зустрічі у Європарламенті з депутатами й 
західною пресою закликала накладати подальші 
санкції на Росію та допомагати Україні технікою 
та іншого роду підтримкою. «Ми боролися за 
європейський вибір, тож не вбивайте в нас цю 
надію», - закликала співачка. 

«Україні однозначно потрібна військова техніка. 
Захищаючи Україну, ви захистите себе. Санкції 
слід впроваджувати до тих пір, доки Росія не ви- 
веде останнього солдата з території України та не 
відведе свою армію від українських кордонів», - 
закликала у Європарламенті Руслана. 


¢ translation and interpretation 
° assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 
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Жанна Безп'ятчук, Радіо Свобода 

Самопроголошені «ДНР» i «ЛНР» хочуть внести 
в угоду про припинення вогню на Донбасі пункт 
про надання їм незалежності від України. Про це 
заявляє так званий «прем'єр ДНР» Олександр За- 
харченко. Утім, раніше очільники збройних угру- 
повань сепаратистів ніби то наполягали на тому, 
щоб східні регіони залишалися в складі України, 
але здобули повну автономію i право вибудовува- 
ти самостійно свої відносини з Кремлем. Експер- 
ти припускають, що така риторика може свідчити 
про бажання Володимира Путіна та його режи- 
му реалізувати в Україні боснійський сценарій. 
Подібно до Боснії, Україна мала б складатися з 
кількох слабко пов'язаних між собою частин. При 
цьому центральна влада втратила б змогу ухвалю- 
вати важливі стратегічні рішення щодо членства в 
НАТО чи ЄС. Східні регіони зможуть їх блокувати. 

Балканська країна, яка складається з Федерації 
Боснії та Герцеговини й Республіки Сербської, 
живе в мирі впродовж останніх двох десятиліть 
відтоді, як були укладені Дейтонські угоди в 1995 
році після трирічної війни. Але Боснія отримала 
репутацію країни в стані постійної кризи, в якій 
жодна з частин не може вийти за свої етнічні кор- 
дони. У той час, як її сусіди приєдналися до НАТО, 
ЄС та інших західних структур чи мають намір це 
зробити, можливість ухвалювати такі рішення в 
Боснії просто заблокована через її складний феде- 
ративний устрій. 

Така модель вельми приваблює Москву, коли 
йдеться про майбутнє України, вважає головний 
редактор журналу «Росія в глобальній політиці» 
(Russia in Global Affairs) Федір Лук'янов. 

«Ідеальним сценарієм з для Росії буде 
боснійський, це вже обговорювалося багато разів. 
Схід України має здобути широку автономію, бути 
практично повністю самоврядним, але формально 
залишатися частиною політичного та правового 
поля України», - пояснює експерт. 

Керівник благодійного фонду «Майдан закордон- 
них справ», дипломат Богдан Яременко вважає, що 
для Кремля статус Сходу України не принциповий. 
Для Володимира Путіна принципово «закласти міну 
уповільненої дії» під політичну систему України. 

«Для Росії важливо не просто відколоти якусь 
частину території України, але і закласти певні 
міни уповільненої дії під усю політичну систему 
України. Через те це не обмежуватиметься лише 
намаганнями Росії здобути певний статус для 
Донецької та Луганської областей. Через те будуть 
вимоги децентралізації, федералізації, тобто ство- 
рення такої політичної системи, яка б послаблю- 
вала Україну в цілому й дозволяла чинити на неї в 
майбутньому тиск», - вважає експерт. 


Москва ніколи публічно He | пропону- 
вала, щоб Україна стала такою вільною 
федерацією російськомовних східних регіонів 
та україномовних західних, як Боснія з її сербсь- 
кою частиною та боснійсько-хорватською. Саме 
боснійська модель запропонує альтернативу двом 
варіантам, які є для Росії неприйнятними. 

Перший - це план децентралізації президен- 
та Петра Порошенка, який передбачає переда- 
чу регіонам частини повноважень центральних 
органів влади. Кремль вважає, що цього не достат- 
ньо, щоб вирішити кризу. 

Інша опція - буквальний розпад України як дер- 
жави, що Кремль також саме по собі не влаштовує. 

Але можуть існувати більш серйозні причини 
для привабливості боснійської моделі, яка може 
відповідати стратегічним інтересам Кремля. 

Лук'янов вважає, що дуже важливо, аби східні 
території, контрольовані сепаратистами, залиша- 
лися частиною України. 

«Мета Росії - отримати механізми, за допомо- 
гою яких у разі потреби чи надзвичайних обста- 
вин можна перешкоджати геополітичному руху 
України до членства в НАТО, який помилково чи 
ні Росія розглядає як екзистенційну загрозу», - 
вважає експерт. 

Якщо Україна наслідуватиме приклад Боснії, 
контрольований сепаратистами Схід, цілком 
імовірно, матиме тісніші відносини з Кремлем, 
ніж з Києвом. 

«Формально територіальна цілісність країни 
буде збережена, але статус Східної України буде 
подібним до Республіки Сербської у Боснії, вона 
матиме ближчі відносини з Росією, ніж з рештою 
України», - пише Іван Крастев, керівник Центру 
ліберальних стратегій у Софії у своїй статті для 
журналу Prospect. 

Це означатиме, що в реальності Україна буде 
розділеною, спроможною ухвалювати стратегічні 
рішення в царині зовнішньої та економічної 
політики лише за мовчазної згоди Кремля. 

Політичний аналітик Іван Лозовий з Києва 
зауважує, що «червоною лінією» є те, чи пого- 
диться офіційний Київ поступитися суверенітетом 
над частиною своєї території. Володимир Путін 
та його підставні особи в «ДНР» та «ЛНР» праг- 
нуть значно більшого, ніж збільшеної автономії 
для окремих регіонів, зауважує експерт. 

Тим час, за словами Богдана Яременка, 
Кремль постійно жонглює вимогами, підходами, 
сценаріями, назвами для тих територій, на які 
він зазіхає, тому не варто надто зосереджуватися 
лише на одному сценарії розвитку подій. 
Матеріал підготували Charles Recknagel, Жанна 
Безп'ятчук. 
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HMCS Toronto 


Russian military planes harrass 
HMCS Toronto in Black Sea 


(CBC News)—Russia’s military acted in an “un- 
necessarily provocative” manner when its aircraft 
circled a Canadian ship in the Black Sea on Sept. 7, 
says Canada’s minister of national defence. 

“The acts perpetrated by Russia were unnecessar- 
ily provocative and are likely to increase tensions 
further,” said Rob Nicholson in a written statement, 
saying it did not matter if the aircraft circling HMCS 
Toronto had posed no threat. 

The ship was circled by one surveillance plane and 
two fighter jets, according to the defence minister’s 
office. 

The frigate HMCS Toronto left Halifax in late July 
to replace HMCS Regina, which has been a part of the 
Standing NATO Maritime Forces since May. 

“Canada and its allies are involved in security 
measures taken by the acts of military aggression 
perpetrated by the Putin regime and because of the in- 
vasion of Ukraine,” he said, calling on Russia to stop 
its “irresponsible actions.” 

This ship has about 250 crew on board and is par- 
ticipating in Operation Reassurance from Sept. 6 to 27 


along with several vessels from other nations. 

NDP and Liberal foreign affairs critics said Russia’s 
actions were not surprising. 

“Clearly, this is something that is disturbing, but it’s 
also in many ways not surprising,” Paul Dewar, the 
NDP foreign affairs critic told CBC’s Evan Solomon 
on Power and Politics. “This has been a kind of cat and 
mouse game with the Russians.” 

The Russians view themselves as having domain in 
this part of the world, he said, but Canada has a pres- 
ence there to support its allies. 

It’s important to avoid increasing tensions over the 
encounter, said Dewar, but “clearly there needs to be 
some strong diplomacy here after this incident.” 

Liberal foreign affairs critic Mare Garneau called 
the move “totally unsurprising” and reminiscent of 
Soviet-era behaviour. 

Sept. 9, a report emerged from Russian state ITAR- 
Tass news agency news agency quoting General-Major 
Igor Konashenkoy as saying two Russian aircraft had 
passed through the area on a routine flight but “without 
making an approach on the foreign military vessel.” 


Goldring won’t 


(Office of Peter Goldring)}— 
On September 8, Peter Goldring, 
Member of Parliament for Edmon- 
ton East, held a press conference at 
his constituency office to announce 
that he will not run in the next gen- 
eral election. 

“It has been an honour to serve 
the residents of Edmonton East and 
Canada for nearly two decades,” 
Goldring said. “I have especially 
enjoyed my time serving on the 
Standing Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs and International Development, 
which has put me right in the thick of 
it on important international issues 
like Canada’s response to events in 
Ukraine. It is now time for me to 
move on to other projects, but I will 


seek re-election 


and the Government of Canada. 

He has travelled to Ukraine twelve 
times to date, including a recent 
visit in December 2013 to observe 
the Euromaidan demonstrations 
in Kyiv’s Independence Square, a 
gathering at which he spoke to the 
500,000 assembled people, telling 
them that Canada stood with them 
in their desire for wholesome eco- 
nomic trade and development with 
both East and West. As well as doing 
numerous media interviews, Peter 
prepared a report on his experiences 
in Kyiv for Foreign Affairs Minister 
John Baird. 

During the recent, unsettled issue 
of Russia’s invasion of Crimea 
Goldring had countless discussions 


remain a zealous and vocal advocate 
for good government in Canada. I’d 
like to take a moment to thank my 
wonderful wife, Lorraine, whose 
support and input I have appreciated 
all these years.” 

This announcement marks an- 
other milestone in an illustrious ca- 
reer of public service. Goldring has 
served Edmonton and Canada for 
over 18 years with many important 
successes including his work with 
the Special Committee for Can- 
adian Unity following the Quebec 
referendum of 1995, his three years 
as a zealous and effective Veter- 
ans’ Affairs critic starting in 1997, 
and his hands on involvement in 
affordable housing and homeless- 
ness issues in Edmonton resulting 
in two books on the subject in 2000 


Peter Goldring 


and 2008. He has made a name for 
himself on the world stage through 
his efforts to facilitate closer trade 
ties between Canada and the Turks 
and Caicos Islands, his involve- 
ment in numerous Parliamentary 
Friendship Groups and associa- 
tions, and especially through his 
involvement in Ukraine. 
Goldring’s work in Ukraine 
stands out as a point of pride in 
Canada’s history of fostering 
democratic development around 
the world. Travelling to Ukraine to 
observe the now known as failed 
2004 presidential election, Gol- 
dring was present for the entire 
Orange Revolution, recording his 
observations and providing his in- 
sights to international news media 


and meetings with the Russian Em- 
bassy, the Ukrainian Embassy and 
Russian Orthodox religious leaders 
to seek common ground to resolve 
the issue. 

In May 2014, Goldring was sent 
on a special 30 day fact finding 
mission to Ukraine. He met with 
political and religious leaders and 
cultural groups for a perspective 
from the ground, and authored a 
120 page report for the Govern- 
ment of Canada upon his return. 

On April 23, 1999 (and on many 
occasions since), Goldring was the 
first Member of Parliament to call 
the 1932-33 Holodomor inflicted 
by Stalin on Ukraine in which eight 
million perished, a genocide — a 
fact that has since been accepted 
by Parliament. 


Harper announces 
$1 million for 
Ukraine’s military 


(UkrNews)—Prime Minister Stephen Harper on Sept. 4 announced 
that Canada will be providing support for two initiatives that will help 
Ukraine as well as NATO allies counter the threat posed by Russia’s mil- 
itarism in the region. 

Support will be provided through the NATO Trust Funds, with a focus 
on building up Ukrainian command and control and communications and 
computer capabilities to assist in improving personnel management sys- 
tems and reform logistics and standardization within the Armed Forces. 

In addition, the three NATO Centres of Excellence in the Baltic region 
— Cyber Security, Energy Security and Strategic Communications — will 
each receive support to help Baltic States strengthen the regional frame- 
work for addressing the crisis situation. 

“Canada and its NATO Allies are united in condemning Russia’s aggres- 
sion against Ukraine and are taking the measures necessary to compel the 
Putin regime to change course. We are also taking steps to deter any further 
Russian aggressive military expansionism in the region,” said Harper. 

“The Canadian support being provided for NATO initiatives today will 
help Ukrainians better defend themselves against the Russian threat and 
strengthen the ability of NATO Centres of Excellence in the region to 
better address regional security challenges related to energy, communica- 
tions and cyber defence,” he added. 

At the request of Ukraine, NATO is in the process of creating sev- 
eral Trust Funds in support of Ukrainian efforts to modernize its armed 
forces. Canada is providing $1 million towards these efforts. Canada’s 
contribution to the Trust Funds will be focused on helping Ukraine 
build up its Command, Control, Communications, and Computers (C4) 
capabilities. Canada will also look at assisting in improving personnel 
management systems within the Armed Forces; providing advisory and 
technical support to Ukraine’s efforts to reform its logistics systems (IT, 
structures, and processes); and implementing NATO standards through- 
out the Armed Forces. 

Security and stability in Ukraine would be promoted by building the 
capacity of the Ukrainian Armed Forces to better address current and 
future security challenges and internal violence. 

Canadian provision of support to the Trust Funds would be coordinated 
with key allies to respond to requests from the Government of Ukraine. The 
Trust Funds will be managed by international NATO staff, in close cooper- 
ation with the NATO liaison office in Ukraine and contributing donors. 

The NATO Centres of Excellence initiative will increase the capacity 
of NATO Centres of Excellence in the Baltic States, which are located 
in the periphery of the Russian Federation, to better address regional se- 
curity challenges and concerns related to cyber defence, energy security 
and strategic communications. The three NATO Centres of Excellence 
in the Baltic States - Cooperative Cyber Defence, Energy Security and 
Strategic Communications — will each receive support valued at up to $1 
million (a total of $3 million) from the Government of Canada to help 
strengthen the regional framework for addressing the crisis situation. 


Canadian forces to 
participate in Ukraine exercise 


(UkrNews)—Thirteen Canadian Army soldiers will participate in 
Exercise Rapid Trident 14, a multinational exercise at the International 
Peacekeeping and Security Centre in Yavoriv, Ukraine from September 
11-28, 2014 as Canada continues to support our allies in Eastern Europe. 

Exercise Rapid Trident 14 is designed to support interoperability with 
allied and partner nations and will focus on stability and peace support 
operations. Other participating nations include Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Georgia, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Moldova, Poland, Romania, Spain, Ukraine, and the United Kingdom. 

Exercise Rapid Trident 14 is an annual Ukraine/United States-led 
exercise as part of U.S. European Command’s Joint Training and Exercise 
Program, which is comprised of approximately 1 200 troops from 16 
nations. 

In partnership with several other nations, four officers from 5 Cdn Div 
Headquarters will occupy staff positions in the exercise’s Multinational 
Battalion Headquarters and Multinational Brigade Headquarters. They 
will provide mentorship and support to Ukrainian officers in command 
positions. 

Nine Canadian Army Counter Improvised Explosive Device (C-IED) 
instructors from 4 Engineer Support Regiment will hone the skills and 
knowledge of participating soldiers’ C-IEDs methods and techniques in 
support of stability operations. 

“Canada is committed to building capabilities and nurturing 
partnerships in Eastern Europe, which has become increasingly important 
in light of Russia’s continuing aggression in the region. Our participation 
in Exercise Rapid Trident is an opportunity to help build and improve the 
capabilities required to further regional security in Eastern Europe,” said 
Rob Nicholson, PC, QC, MP for Niagara Falls and Minister of National 
Defence 

“Canadian Army soldiers have an international reputation based on 
their professionalism, expertise and leadership skills. Multinational 
exercises such as Rapid Trident provide the required forum and scenarios 
for our soldiers and our partners to exercise coalition operations, build 
interoperability and address commonly perceived threats,” added 
Lieutenant-General Marquis Hainse, Commander Canadian Army 


що піде 60 мільйонів 
e 
доларів допомоги 
У; ee 2 
країні 

(Голос Америки) -Білий Дім оприлюднив інформацію про 
співпрацю США та України у військовій сфері. Допомога США 
Україні надаватиметься у трьох напрямках: пряма допомога із 
посилення української безпеки, тренінги та підготовка військових, а 
також програми з довгострокового реформування армії. 

Нелетальна допомога зі США до України почала надходити 
із березня цього року як відповідь на офіційні запити Києва. Ця 
підтримка має на меті посилити безпеку України, щоб допомогти 
розв'язати конфлікт на сході країни. 

Всередині серпня США заявили про намір виділити 60 
мільйонів доларів на підтримку Міністерства оборони України, 
Державної прикордонної служби та Національної Гвардії. За ці 
кошти американський уряд закупив сухі пайки для військових, 
бронежилети, рації, засоби пересування, тепловізори, медикаменти, 
роботів-саперів, уніформу, індивідуальні тактичні прилади та інше. 
Поставки цієї допомоги продовжуватимуться до кінця цього року. 

У заяві не йдеться по «смертоносну зброю», утім вказано, що 
уряд США продовжує вивчати потреби українського війська для 
майбутнього фінансування найбільш пріоритетних. 

У вересні на території України пройдуть міжнародні військові 
навчання НАТО. Sea Breeze — військово-морські навчання у 
міжнародних водах, зокрема i в Чорному морі. А також навчання 
сухопутних військ Rapid Trident на території західної України, у 
якому беруть участь військові із 15-ти країн. 

Також США ініціюють модернізацію Міністерства оборони 
України в таких галузях, як оборона, кіберзахист, логістика та 
стандартизація. Крім того, американські спеціалісти допоможуть 
Україні розробити нову стратегію оборони, що включатиме, серед 
іншого, розвиток Національної гвардії. 

Уряд США заявив також про намір допомагати та посилювати 
безпеку Молдови та Грузії. 


Якя можу Вам допомогти? 
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У США розповіли, на Чеченці воюють в 
Україні з обох боків 


(Радіо Свобода) -З'являється дедалі більше 
повідомлень про те, що заморожені конфлікти та 
колишні зони бойових дій на Кавказі стають джере- 
лом для сотень найманців, що воюють на території 
України. При цьому, вони воюють на обох сторо- 
нах конфлікту, хоча, згідно з повідомленнями, чи- 
сельно переважають найманці, яких організовано 
постачали з Чечні. 

Минуло 18 років з часу підписання мирної уго- 
ди, в Хасав'юрті, що завершили криваву Першу 
Чеченську війну 1994-1996 років, а колишній 
чеченський польовий командир нагадує, що зма- 
гання за серця 1 уми чеченців ще не завершилося, 
вважає Ica Мунаєв. 

У своєму зверненні Мунаєв закликає Сполучені 
Штати та інші країни Заходу «надати всебічну 
військову допомогу українському народові», який 
«став жертвою російської військової агресії». 

«Як представник чеченського народу, котрий ось 
вже 20 років протистоїть російським окупантам | зі 
свого великого військовому досвіду знає варварсь- 
ку суть російської держави. Я закликаю світове 
співтовариство дати сувору політичну і юридич- 
ну оцінку російському військовому вторгненню в 
Україну, 1 визнати національно-визвольну боротьбу 
народів Північного Кавказу проти Росії справедли- 
вою, відповідно до норм і принципів міжнародного 
права», - мовиться у зверненні. 

Мунаєв називає себе командувачем міжнародним 
миротворчим батальйоном добровольців імені 
Джохара Дудаєва, що воює в Україні, та бригадним 
генералом збройних сил Чеченської республіки 
«Ічкерії», чиїм президентом був Джохар Дудаєв. 
Перед від'їздом до України він дав інтерв'ю 
Північнокавказькій редакції Радіо Свобода, де 
повідомив про свої плани. Про кількість, склад та 
фінансування батальйону достовірної інформації 
немає, хоча 16 серпня була створена його сторінка 
в мережі Фейсбук, яка вже має понад півтори 
тисячі друзів. 

Ica Мунаєв відома людина в Чечні. Нині йому 
під 50, а в часи другої Чеченської війни 1999-2000 
років цей ще молодий боєць, що заслужив пова- 
гу відвагою та тактичними здібностями, відіграв 
ключову роль під час оборони Грозного, а потім 
продовжив спротив з тими загонами, що відійшли 
в гори, на південь. 

Пізніше, в 2007 він дистанціювався від 
тодішнього президента Чечні Доку Умарова після 
того, як той відмовився від справи чеченської 
незалежності та проголосив Кавказький емірат. 
Мунаєв покинув Чечню, але до 2008 року продо- 
вжував виконувати обов'язки генерального проку- 
рора Чеченської республіки «Ічкерії». 

Але Мунаєв в Україні протистоїть іншим че- 


ченцям, котрі, за різними даними, воюють на 
стороні сепаратистів. У розмові з Радіо Свобода 
мати російського контрактника, що служить у 18-й 
мотострілковій дивізії, підтвердила, що її сина та 
інших російських військових з Чечні було вби- 
то минулого тижня під час битви під Донецьком. 
У численних повідомленнях йдеться про десят- 
ки і навіть сотні добровольців, яких надсилає до 
України керівник Чеченської Республіки Рамзан 
Кадиров. Він, однак, заперечує свою причетність 
до відправки добровольців із підпорядкованих 
йому сил до України. Він заперечував присутність 
чеченців серед сепаратистів навіть після того, 
як один із бойовиків, на ім'я Зелімхан, заявив в 
інтерв'ю газеті «Financial Times», що його та інших 
чеченців вислали на схід України ще всередині 
травня за наказом Кадирова. 

Присутність чеченців на війні в Україні Кадиров 
пояснив тим, що це могли бути інші чеченці, які не 
живуть на території Росії, а їх є близько 2 мільйонів. 
Ці люди, на його думку, могли приїхати в Україну з 
власної ініціативи, і кількох із них вже було вбито. 

Також президент Республіки Інгушетія Юнус-Бек 
Євкуров заявив у червні, що близько 25 жителів його 
республіки поїхали воювати в Україну доброволь- 
цями, і четверо з них було вбито. Пізніше Євкуров, 
колишній офіцер російської військової розвідки, 
заявив, що і сам би пішов воювати в Україну, щоб 
захистити тих, «з кого знущаються 1 вбивають». 

А тим часом міністерство оборони, президентсь- 
кий та урядовий прес-офіс невизнаної грузинської 
сепаратистської Республіки Південна Осетія зая- 
вили, що і вони не надсилали своїх бойовиків до 
України. 

Скільки точно «кадировців» потрапило в Україну 
з власної волі, чи були відправлені за наказом Ка- 
дирова, встановити складно, проте, з повідомлень 
про втрати, стає зрозуміло, що їх було не менше 
ніж 1000 осіб. Тіла 35-45 загиблих повернулися в 
Чечню наприкінці травня, між 120 і 150 - в серпні. 
Згідно з повідомленнями українських військових 
органів, близько 200 чеченців було вбито лише під 
Слов'янськом наприкінці червня. 

Згідно | з іншими повідомленнями, також 
непідтвердженими, «кадировці» воювали в Україні 
не як окрема частина, а були під командуванням 
російських офіцерів. Повідомлялося, що чеченські 
формування розформували і відправили додому че- 
рез небажання воювати. Також повідомлялося, що 
група чеченців здалася українським військовим 1 
просила можливості повернутися на територію Росії. 

Цікаво, що Кадиров відреагував i на ці 
повідомлення, заявивши, що вони неправдиві. Він 
заявив, що «якщо чеченець береться за зброю, він 
не здається». 


Економіка України вистоїть, кажуть експерти 


Олександр Лащенко, Радіо Свобода 

При всіх об'єктивних труднощах, при тому, що 
Росія веде неоголошену війну, падіння української 
економіки не є катастрофічним. Таку думку вис- 
ловили у коментарі Радіо Свобода експерти. На 
їхню думку, нинішня економічна криза є меншою, 
ніж криза 2008-2009 років. Натомість фахівці кон- 
статують, що агресія Росії не є виправданням для 
гальмування реформ. Тим часом Міжнародний 
валютний фонд констатував: якщо бойові дії в 
Україні триватимуть до 2015 року, їй додатково 
знадобляться 19 мільярдів доларів іноземної допо- 
моги. 

Падіння валового внутрішнього продукту 
України у 2014 році, спровоковане передусім 
війною з боку Росії, є набагато меншим, ніж спад 
української економіки після фінансової кризи 
2008-2009 років. Тоді зниження внутрішнього 
валового продукту України сягало більше 15 
відсотків, а зараз воно складе (за уточненим про- 
гнозом Міжнародного валютного фонду) понад 7 
відсотків. Про це заявив у коментарі Радіо Свобо- 
да експерт Андрій Новак. 

І якщо Росія не вдасться до тотального захо- 
плення української території, крім проблемних 
30H на Донбасі, падіння ВВП нинішнього року 
виявиться скромнішим, ніж наприкінці нульових 
років, коли проти України не вели жодної війни. 
Тобто, з економічної точки зору Україна може пе- 
режити 2014 рік, прогнозує фахівець. Тим більше, 
що нинішнього року Україні вже надали небачену 
досі фінансову міжнародну допомогу. 

«Т очевидно, що таку підтримку надаватимуть 


й надалі. Це стосується i Міжнародного валют- 
ного фонду, й інших міжнародних фінансових 
інституцій, а також урядів окремих країн. I су- 
купно, разом із цією зовнішньою допомогою, 
економіка України вистоїть. І передусім слід тур- 
буватися про дотримання принаймні мінімальних 
соціальних стандартів. Очевидно, Україна, при 
всіх об'єктивних труднощах, зможе їх виконати», 
- переконує Новак. 

Інший експерт, Олександр Жолудь, теж має 
надію, що українська економіка втримається. Але, 
на жаль, ми бачимо, що наразі крім проблем із 
зовнішнім боргом, Україна має великі проблеми 
зі здійсненням реформ, констатує цей фахівець у 
коментарі Радіо Свобода. І не варто сподіватися на 
те, що «війна все спише», в тому числі гальмуван- 
ня перетворень. Якщо тупцювання на місці трива- 
тиме, економічна криза загострюватиметься 1 без 
«допомоги» Москви. 

«Чомусь цих реформ (навіть нагальних, навіть 
таких, які можна проводити під час бойових дій) 
їх, на жаль, немає. Я не вважаю, наприклад, що 
реформа судової системи в Україні критично за- 
лежить від того, що відбувається на сході держа- 
ви. Теж саме стосується децентралізації влади і 
дерегуляції економіки», - зауважує Олександр Жо- 
лудь. 

Якщо конфлікт у східних регіонах України 
не вщухне, лише на покриття нестачі резервів 
Національного банку може додатково знадобитися 
19 мільярдів доларів іноземної допомоги до кінця 
наступного року. Про це йдеться в звіті місії МВФ, 
оприлюдненій напередодні. 
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Poroshenko offers 
‘special status’ for east 


Cont. from P. 1 
Ukraine to reinforce defense, not for a new offensive. 

He said he did not rule out introducing a “special 
regime” in areas adjacent to the conflict zone. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov on Sep- 
tember 9 claimed there was a heavy concentration of 
government forces in an area northeast of Donetsk and 
accused Kyiv or preparing a strike against the rebels 
despite the cease-fire. 

Poroshenko also said Russia has withdrawn 70 per- 
cent of the troops Kyiv claims had been in eastern 
Ukraine back across the border. 

He did not give numbers, but NATO has said there 
were several thousand Russian soldiers in Ukraine. 

Russia denies sending any troops into eastern 
Ukraine in support of the separatists, despite what 
the Ukrainian government and the West say is over- 
whelming evidence to the contrary. Moscow also de- 


nies arming the separatists. 

Also on September 10, Poroshenko signed a law al- 
lowing the government to impose sanctions on Russian 
companies and individuals suspected of supporting and 
financing separatist rebels in eastern Ukraine. 

The law was passed by parliament last month. 

It allows for more than 20 types of sanctions includ- 
ing travel bans and asset freezes, restrictions on trade, 
the transit of resources and transportation of goods 
across Ukraine. 

The legislation provides the legal basis for the sanc- 
tions, but does not impose them. Specific sanctions 
will have to be approved by the National Security and 
Defense Council. 

The government has drawn up a list of 172 citizens 
of Russia and other countries, and of 65 Russian com- 
panies, which could be targeted by sanctions. The list 
has not been made public. 


Terrorists reject ‘special status’ offer 


By Andrei Babitsky 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko’s 
offer of “special status” within Ukraine for the breakaway 
eastern regions of Donetsk and Luhansk is insufficient, 
says a Senior figure in the separatist leadership in Donetsk. 

Aleksandr Karaman, deputy prime minister of 
the so-called Donetsk People’s Republic, told RFE/ 
RL on September 9 that the separatist government 
has decided that any negotiations with Kyiv must 
“be based on the principle of the sovereignty of the 
Donetsk People’s Republic.” 

He said the people of the region have made their 
decision in favor of independence. 

“Now, after a war in which thousands of people 
have been killed, tens of thousands injured, hundreds 
of thousands displaced, it is too late to say ‘let’s live 
like friends,’” Karaman said. 

“The point of no return has already been passed and 
too many people have died — it is too late today to say 


‘we'll give you some kind of independence, conduct 
some kind of local-government elections, and give 
you some sort of status.’” 

Karaman said the Donetsk People’s Republic 
rejects former Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma as 
the negotiator for Kyiv, saying the negotiations must 
be held “on the basis of equality.” 

Kuchma represented the Ukrainian government at 
talks in Minsk on September 5 and signed a 12-point 
agreement on a cease-fire and other steps toward 
ending the conflict. 

One of the points in the agreement called for the 
decentralization of power and a “special status” for 
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, but it did not go 
into specifics. 

“Tf on one side of the table a prime minister 15 sitting, 
then on the other side there must be his colleague, his 
partner, and not just some citizen, even one with a 
famous name,” Karaman said. 


EU may repeal new sanctions 


Cont. from P. 1 


the sanctions an “unfriendly act” and warned Moscow’s 
retaliation would be “absolutely proportionate.” 

Andrei Belousoy, an aide to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, said Russia has already compiled a list 
of consumer goods that it will ban from being imported 
into Russia in response to the EU’s sanctions. 

The measures were agreed by EU leaders on the 
sidelines of a NATO summit on September 5 and 
formally approved in Brussels on September 8. 

But publication of the decision was delayed to 
allow time to assess the implementation of a cease- 
fire agreement in eastern Ukraine between Kyiv and 
pro-Russian separatists. 

The EU previously has said that sanctions could 
be suspended if Moscow honors the conditions of the 
cease-fire and pulls its troops out of Ukrainian territory. 

Russia denies accusations by the EU, Kyiv, and 
NATO that it has sent Russian soldiers and weapons 
to reinforce separatists who are fighting government 
forces in eastern Ukraine’s Donetsk and Luhansk 
provinces. 

A top NATO official in late August said that Russia 
had sent more than 1,000 of its soldiers into Ukrainian 
territory along with tanks, armored personnel carriers, 


and GRAD missile launchers. 

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko said on 
September 10 that Russia had withdrawn 70 percent of 
the troops Kyiv claims were sent into eastern Ukraine, 
giving hope to peace initiatives proposed along with 
the shaky cease-fire. 

But a NATO official on September 11 said Russia 
still has at least 1,000 soldiers in eastern Ukraine. 

Poland — a transit country for Russian natural 
gas deliveries to other EU countries — said Russian 
natural gas deliveries already have dropped by 45 
percent since September 8, when Russia’s Foreign 
Ministry threatened an unspecified “reaction” to more 
sanctions. 

Germany and Slovakia also have reported smaller 
reductions in gas deliveries from Russia. 

Russia’s state-controlled Gazprom denies that it has 
reduced supplies. 

Meanwhile, in Kyiv, the speaker of Ukraine’s 
parliament announced on September 11 that Poroshenko 
would submit Ukraine’s Association Agreement with the 
EU to the legislature on September 16. 

Speaker Oleksandr Turchynoy said the Verkhovna 
Rada would yote on ratification of the accord 
“immediately.” 


Ukraine’s security chief says Savchenko, 
Sentsov on prisoner-exchange list 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Air Force pilot Nadiya Sav- 
chenko and film director Oleh Sentsov, who are in 
Russian custody, may be exchanged for pro-Russian 
rebels captured by Ukrainian forces in the conflict in 
eastern Ukraine. 

The chief of Ukraine’s Security Service, Valentyn 
Nalyvaychenko, told journalists on September 10 that 
Savchenko and Sentsov are on a list of people to be 
exchanged. 

A cease-fire deal agreed by Kyiv and the rebels on 
September 5 calls for the swift release of all “hostages 
and people held illegally.” 

There was no immediate comment from Rus- 


sia, which has charged Savchenko with complicity 
in the deaths of two Russian journalists in eastern 
Ukraine. 

Sentsoy has been charged with planning terrorist at- 
tacks in Crimea after it was annexed from Ukraine by 
Russia in March. 

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko said on Sep- 
tember 10 that some 700 Ukzainian citizens had been 
freed from rebel captivity and that 500 others would 
be released soon. 

Rebels in the Donetsk region said the exchange of 
more captives scheduled for September 10 may be 
postponed by a day. 
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West hangs Ukraine out to dry 


Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko is offering “special status” to 
areas in eastern Ukraine, however he is ruling out federalization and says 
Ukraine will remain united. 

But what this “special status” actually means is unclear and it also 
poses some very serious threats to Ukraine’s independence. 

What Russia wants is a “Bosnian scenario” — one that would leave 
what’s left of Ukraine after the Crimean annexation intact, but allow for 
a quasi-independent eastern republic much like the Republika Sprska in 
Bosnia which would have closer ties with Russia than the rest of the 
Ukraine. 

That could mean a united yet divided Ukraine that would be unable to 
make any decisions about its foreign and economic policies without the 
tacit approval of Moscow. It would also mean Ukraine would be stuck 
with the bill for rebuilding the infrastructure of the Donbas which was 
destroyed by Russian troops and their terrorist surrogates. 

One commentator, Alexander Motyl of Rutgers University refers to this 
as “Putin’s trap” and instead advocates Ukraine’s giving up the Donbas 
altogether — thus sticking Russia with the cost of rebuilding the region, 
while getting rid of the strongest supporters of the Party of Regions and 
the Communists, then consolidating the rest of the country into a demo- 
cratic pro-western state. The problem here is who knows where Russian 
dictator Vladimir Putin will stop and put other regions of Ukraine at risk. 

But the simple fact that Poroshenko has agreed to a ceasefire and is 
even considering such concessions is due to the fact that the West has 
simply hung Ukraine out to dry. 

Until August 24, Ukraine had been winning the war against the terror- 
ists. But that wasn’t something Putin was prepared to accept. So he sent 
in more troops, more armour, opened up a second front at Mariupol and 
inflicted huge casualties at Ilovaisk. 

The West, meanwhile, reacted as it always had during this conflict — 
more finger wagging, more hand wringing, more rhetoric and no action. 

On September 8 the European Union approved supposedly tougher 
sanctions against Russia — yet it failed'to implement them. When, three 
days later it announced the sanctions will come into effect the next day, 
the EU also noted they could be scaled back or repealed just as fast. 

Just prior to the NATO Conference on September 4-5, U. S. President 
Barak Obama urged NATO to make “concrete commitments” to help 
Ukraine modernize and strengthen its security forces in the face of Rus- 
sian aggression. Yet what came out of that conference? A rapid response 
force to protect existing NATO members — but absolutely nothing for 
Ukraine. And Obama, meanwhile, has stalled on delivering the $70 mil- 
Поп worth of non-lethal aid that had already been promised. 

And our own prime minister, who has been so belligerent when it 
comes to rhetoric, has been most irresolute when it comes to action. Can- 
ada still won’t impose sanctions on Sergey Chemezov, who runs military 
corporation Rostec, Igor Sechin, CEO of oil company Rosneft or Vladi- 
mir Yakunin, president of Russian Railways — even though all three have 
been sanctioned by the U. S. 

And Harper’s most recent announcement of $1 million to help Ukraine 
modernize its armed forces is both laughable and pathetic. What’s $1 mil- 
lion these days? The price of a two-bedroom condo in Vancouver. 

Ukraine needs effective high tech weapons that will give the country 
a fighting chance against its rapacious neighbour which is armed to the 
teeth. And it’s not getting any of these. 

If, as a result, Ukraine tums back into the dysfunctional Russian puppet 
state it was under Yanukovych, it will be because it foolishly gave up its 
nuclear weapons under international pressure, then was left high and dry 
by its supposed friends. 
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Put Canadian troops on 


the ground 


Deeds matter. 

Ukraine has been invaded by Russia. Ukraine is be- 
ing dismembered. What is happening is not an inter- 
vention or an incursion. The Kremlin’s black deeds are 
not a “stealth war,” nor is this any kind of Cold War. 
It’s bloodthirsty hot. 

Ukraine’s Crimea has been under Russian military 
occupation since March. Heavy weapons fired from 
inside the Russian Federation are killing Ukrainian 
soldiers and civilians. More recently, Russian armour 
and aircraft have attacked defending Ukrainian units. 
Tellingly, POWs have been exchanged. 

Ukraine faces an (ex)-KGB man turned president-in- 
perpetuity who barks about how Kyiv “s government 15 
“Nazi” even as he parades around cobbling together an 
ethnic Russian empire. Is “Putler,” as some Ukrainians 
have labelled him, demented? Even Germany’s chancel- 
lor, Angela Merkel, wondered aloud about that, confid- 
ing in President Obama that his Russian counterpart 
is “living in another world.” Right on — this latter-day 
Mussolini-from-Moscow is nuts. 

Everyone comments how Ukraine is not a member 
of NATO. Quite true. But hasn’t a democratic Ukraine 
earned the right to expect help in its hour of need? After 
all, Ukraine sent troops to help the West when we were 
fighting in Afghanistan. Did Russia? No. Instead Putin’s 
Russia ‘helped out’ by empowering the murderous Assad 
regime in Syria. And Moscow’s men have the blood of 
298 innocents, mostly Europeans (plus one Canadian) on 
their hands, since it was their stooges who blew Malay- 
sian Airlines Flight MH-17 out of the sky. Should you 
want a reference about Russia as a neighbour go ask 
Georgia, which suffered mutilation-by-Moscow in 2008. 
No wonder Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Poland are 
frightened. They’re next. 

NATO’s first secretary general, Lord Ismay, famous- 
ly said the alliance’s purpose was to keep the Amer- 
icans in, the Russians out, and the Germans down. 
An admirable sentiment. Now we have a Europe with 
the Russians battering in, the Americans chickening 
out, and the Germans prancing about, a disaster for 
Ukzaine given Deutschland’s addiction to sucking the 
Russian bear’s gaseous teats, ‘Great Russian’ nostalgia 
for resuscitating a neo-Stalinist imperium, and Amer- 
ica’s retreat from the world stage, save in the Middle 
East, where Washington’s partiality has consistently 
proven counterproductive. Meanwhile, Ukraine’s 
purblind decision to give up its nuclear weapons and 
downsize its military, in return for American, British, 
not to mention, Russian, guarantees of its political 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, have underscored 
a national weakness — Ukrainians prefer fairy tales to 


in Ukraine 


confronting geopolitical realities. They are paying the 
butcher’s bill for that naiveté and for their stupidity in 
not pursuing NATO membership, years ago. They are 
embroiled in battle but much worse is yet to come, for 
Ukraine has been sold out, betrayed, abandoned, and 
surrendered by the West. A time for atonement will 
surely come. 

Countries like North Korea and Iran, Israel and Japan, 
to name a few, would do well to be wary of other states 
speaking softly and promising to be good. That never 
works out. It’s always better to carry your own big stick. 
Putin knows this. The Russian Federation is armed to 
the teeth. Would that Ukraine had been. 

To date Russian aggression against Ukraine hasn’t 
cost Putin and his Kremlin cronies much. Targeted 
sanctions haven’t worked because most Russians have 
not felt any pain. Want to pinch Putin? Freeze finan- 
cial transactions between all citizens of the Russian 
Federation and the West and stop all cultural, sport- 
ing, and academic exchanges until Russian forces 
and local turncoats leave Ukrainian soil, permanently. 
Cleansing Paris and London, Berlin and Rome, of all 
those boorish “ugly Russians” loitering about would 
be a value-added bonus. Post- Wall Europe is officially 
over. Putin’s Russians should pay for that. 

What Ukraine needs immediately are not more 
sanctions but Western military intervention, to help 
expel the Russian invaders. If the USA can deploy 
special forces as “observers” into Iraq, the future of 
which won’t make a fig of difference to anyone in the 
West, than helping save Ukraine from Russian imper- 
ialism while rescuing Europe from its own myopia, 
should surely have a higher priority. Alas, America’s 
president seems to have abandoned America’s ideals. 

But Canada could now punch above its weight inter- 
nationally. Whether ours is a nation of warriors or 
peacekeepers doesn’t much matter. Let’s put Canadian 
troops on the ground, to secure the international bor- 
der between the Russian Federation and Ukraine, pre- 
vent the incursion of Russian troops and weaponry into 
Ukraine, and allow the warring parties to seek a peace- 
ful resolution of their differences. The colour of our sol- 
diers’ helmets shouldn’t matter. And surely Putin can’t 
object to such a generous Canadian gesture. He has long 
claimed his army is not in Ukraine, that the fighting is all 
between regional separatists and Kyiv. Of course Putin 
is a liar but let’s pretend otherwise, for the sake of peace. 
And let’s have Canadian soldiers — peacemakers if you 
like — secure it. That would be a good deed. And good 
deeds are always repaid. 

Professor Lubomyr Luciuk teaches political geog- 
raphy at the Royal Military College of Canada. 


Ukraine needs NATO’s weapons, not its words 


By Paul Grod, The Globe and Mail, Sep. 03 2014 

As thousands of Russian troops with tanks, missiles and 
heavy artillery are directly engaged in what is clearly an 
invasion of Ukraine, the international community needs 
to respond with a robust hard-hitting rebuke to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. Not having implemented the 
most difficult sanctions against Russia and provided the 
arms necessary for the Ukrainians to defend themselves 
has only emboldened the Kremlin. At the NATO Summit 
in Wales on Thursday and Friday, Canada and its allies 
must commit to provide Ukraine with the type of defen- 
sive weapons and sanctions that will impose a significant 
cost upon Russia for its aggression. 

As stated in Kyiv on Aug. 30 by Senator Bob 
Menendez, chairman of the U.S. Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee, “there are those in Europe and else- 
where who say, we don’t want to provoke Putin. Well, 
Putin doesn’t need provocation. In this case weakness 
is a greater provocation for Putin to act than strength.” 

Shortly after winning its independence, and in ex- 
change for security guarantees by Russia, the U.S. and 
the U.K., Ukraine gave up its nuclear arsenal and dras- 
tically reduced the size of its army. Today, Russia has 
become the aggressor and it is critical for Canada, the 
U.S., European Union and NATO, to equip and train 
the Ukrainians with defensive weaponry to give them 
a fighting chance to protect themselves. 

Since the fall of the Soviet Union, the Kremlin has 
promoted instability in neighbouring countries as a 
means of influencing their domestic and foreign policies. 
This was true in Georgia (Ajaria in addition to Abkhazia 
and South Ossetia), Moldova (Transnistria), Azerbaijan 
(Nagorno-Karabakh) and Ukraine (Crimea). This policy 
predated NATO expansion to the East, which undercuts 
the arguments of those who explain such Kremlin ac- 
tions are a response to the inclusion of former Warsaw 
Pact nations in NATO. As an alliance of democratic 
states, it needs to be stressed that new NATO member 


states joined of their own free will and that part of their 
motivation was a fear of precisely the Russian imperial- 
ism we are seeing today. 

Moscow’s aggression in Ukraine can only be 
stopped with a strong and unwavering response from 
NATO and the G7 countries that make it prohibitive 
for Russia to continue. This includes: decisive sector- 
al economic sanctions — particularly against the finan- 
cial, defense and energy sectors; political isolation of 
Putin; and military support to Ukraine. 

Canada has been a principled supporter of Ukraine 
and its people. It was thanks to Prime Minister Ste- 
phen Harper’s leadership on the world stage that Rus- 
sia was expelled from the G8. As Ukraine’s closest 
ally today, Harper can play a pivotal role to convince 
the NATO countries to make the policy decision to 
assist Ukraine to build up its armed forces. Allowing 
the Kremlin to have its way with Ukraine will only 
encourage it to seek similar gains elsewhere. 

Ukraine has recently rebuilt a committed, competent 
military force, and in a remarkably short period of time 
has created the nucleus of new army that has the will 
and morale to fight but lacks the necessary military 
hardware to do so effectively. In view of everything that 
has transpired since Russia’s invasion of Crimea, it is 
crucial that, in addition to the creation of a NATO rap- 
id-reaction force, Canada and its partners now provide 
direct defensive military assistance to Ukraine so that it 
can protect itself from continuing Russian aggression. 

If there is not a heavy price for Russia to pay for 
its invasion of Ukraine, then what do we say to China 
in the South China Sea? What do we say to Iran as it 
seeks to pursue nuclear weapons? What do we say to 
North Korea and the Korean peninsula? We must act 
quickly and decisively to turn back Putin’s assault on 
Ukraine and global security. 

Paul Grod is the president of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress. 
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Ukraine’s unpalatable choices - | Why #Russia Invaded 
capitulate, fight or consolidate 


By Taras Kuzio, Financial Post, Sep 3, 2014 

Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine the tide on 
the battlefield has turned against Kyiv, with its armed 
forces and volunteer National Guard on the retreat. 
Russia’s next move could be to push towards Mariupol 
to create a land corridor from Russia through the Don- 
bas to occupied Crimea. 

Whatever steps Vladimir Putin, Russia’s president, 
takes next it is beyond doubt that two of Europe’s big- 
gest countries are at war. 

Ukraine must choose between three options: capitu- 
late, fight or consolidate. 

The first option entails acceptance of Putin’s de facto 
demand for Donbas “statehood” inside Ukraine. Such 
а state, which he has called New Russia using the Tsar- 
ist name for eastern and southern Ukraine, with its own 
security forces and extensive autonomy, would trans- 
form Ukraine into a federalised state. 

Through New Russia, Moscow would hold a veto 
over Ukraine’s domestic and foreign policies. Russia 
has long sought to prevent CIS countries such as Geor- 
gia and Ukraine from joining NATO and more recently 
has opposed their European integration through the 
Association Agreements both signed this year with the 
European Union. 

It would be political suicide for any Ukrainian 
president, including Petro Poroshenko, to agree to 
transform Ukraine into a second Belarus. He would 
come under intense pressure from Yulia Tymoshenko, 
Euromaidan civil society and the nationalists who fill 
the ranks of the volunteer battalions. 

A second option would be for Ukraine to regroup 
its forces and re-launch military and partisan attacks 
against Russian and separatist forces. No western gov- 
ernment questions Ukraine’s right to use all methods 
available to regain control of its territory but such a 
strategy would be difficult to pursue without western 
military assistance, advice, training and intelligence. 

Such aid is more likely to come from countries such 
as the UK, the US and Canada rather than through 
NATO. Calls to provide Ukraine with military assist- 
ance aim to make Putin pay for his imperial adventures 
as Russian casualties mount in Ukraine. Other sources 
are unavailable: Ukrainian émigré communities have 
not followed the example set by the Croatian diaspora 
who raised tens of millions of dollars, smuggled arms 
and sent volunteers to support Croatia in its Homeland 
War of 1991 to 1995. 

The downside of re-launching a military campaign 
would be two-fold. First, it would involve heavy fight- 
ing that would further transform the Donbas into an eco- 
nomic and urban wasteland. Civilian casualties would be 
very high. Second, Ukrainian military successes could 
trigger a greater invasion of Russian forces deeper into 
Ukraine. Putin may have bragged to EU leaders that his 
forces could be in Kyiv in two weeks but this ignores the 


widespread anti-Russian mood throughout Ukraine and 
the huge size of Ukraine requiring the use of half of Rus- 
sia’s 750,000 armed forces. 

A third option supported by some western Ukrain- 
ian intellectuals and outlined by Alexander J Motyl of 
Rutgers University calls for rebuilding Ukraine without 
the Donbas and ultimately Crimea. These are the most 
pro-Russian and Soviet of Ukraine’s regions; without 
them Ukraine would be a very different country. The 
Communist Party and Party of Regions, each with their 
home bases in these two areas, have won four out of six 
parliamentary elections. But with the former soon to be 
banned and the latter having disintegrated they will not 
win many seats in next month’s elections. 

Мобу! calls for Ukrainian forces to withdraw from 
the Donbas and concentrate on protecting the remain- 
der of Ukraine’s territory. A referendum could be held 
under international auspices to decide the future of 
the Donbas, between remaining in Ukraine or joining 
Russia (separatist leaders seek the latter). 

There are four pitfalls to this approach. First, Putin’s 
appetite for territorially dismembering Ukraine may not 
stop at the Donbas and he may have his eye on neigh- 
bouring Kharkiy, Dnipropetrovsk and Zaporizhzhya. 
Second, nationalists would be opposed to giving up terri- 
tory that many of their comrades died fighting for. Third, 
western and southern regions of Donetsk and Northern 
Luhansk would not wish to join Russia. Fourth, Putin 
himself would oppose the Donbas joining Russia pre- 
cisely because Kyiv might support such a move. 

Such an option would only work to Ukraine’s bene- 
fit if it gave up territorial claims to the Crimea and 
the Donbas. Countries cannot join NATO or the EU 
with territorial conflicts, which is why Putin wishes to 
carve out another frozen conflict in eastern Ukraine. 

Of our three options, the outcome of the first would 
be to transform Ukraine’s president into a Russian 
suzerain. Six years ago, Kostyantyn Gryshchenko, 
Ukraine’s ambassador to Moscow, said the Kremlin 
wanted a “regency” — someone in power in Kyiv who 
is totally subservient. 

The second and third options are more palatable to 
Ukraine’s leaders but would require western military 
assistance. The US and the UK are morally bound to 
assist Ukraine because they signed the 1994 Budapest 
Memorandum which provided Ukraine with security 
guarantees in exchange for giving up the world’s third 
largest nuclear arsenal, bigger than the nuclear stock- 
piles of France, the UK and China combined (Russia 
also signed but reneged). 

Which of the three options Ukraine opts to pursue 
will have a profound impact on European security and 
the west’s relations with Russia. 

Taras Kuzio is a research associate at the Centre for 
Political and Regional Studies, Canadian Institute for 
Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta 


Canada should supply defensive weaponry to Ukraine 


John Baird, P.C., M.P., Minister of Foreign Affairs 
September 1, 2014 
Dear Minister Baird 

Thank you for your correspondence. This belated 
notification is clearly intended to reassure the Ukrain- 
ian-Canadian community at large that the Canadian 
government is taking effective action in response to 
the Ukraine crisis but I increasingly view the actions 
of my government with some considerable dismay. It 
is now beyond question that Russian forces have en- 
tered Ukraine together with substantial weaponry and 
Russian commanders now coordinate fighting against 
Ukrainian forces. There has been no effective response 
from Canada apart from a few tweets. On the contrary, 
there are several news reports that Canada is even the 
sole hold-out amongst NATO countries resisting an 
increase in the budgetary contribution towards the 
strengthening of the NATO alliance. 

The sanctions that you have put in place lack teeth, 
do not project any position of international leadership, 
and even portray Canada’s position as one of hypocrisy. 
How is it possible for Canada to deny the sale of Sas- 
katchewan potash to BHP Billiton on the grounds that 
this constitutes a “strategic asset” yet continue to al- 
low a company like Rosneft, which was judged by the 
International Arbitration Court of The Hague to have 
illegally seized assets belonging to Yukos, to own a 
substantial piece of the Alberta Oilsands? As an Alber- 
tan, I consider this totally unacceptable and contrary to 
Canada’s interests in every respect. Sergey Chemezoy, 
of Rostec, Vladimir Yakunin of Russian Railways, and 
Igor Sechin of Rosneft, have all been sanctioned by 
the US and other countries but continue to work with 
impunity in Canada because the Canadian government 
seriously believes that it would be doing harm to the 
commercial interests of companies such as the Rail- 


way Association of Canada, SNC Lavalin, and Bom- 
bardier. Moreover, the lack of sanctions towards indi- 
viduals closely linked with Vladimir Putin seriously 
undermines Canada’s international leadership and 
moral authority, especially around the table of discus- 
sion with the G7 and NATO. 

The failure of Western countries to act now and act 
decisively in support of Ukraine will cost the Can- 
adiai government and our allies dearly in the near fu- 
ture. This will be readily apparent by the time of the 
next federal election and there will most definitely be 
serious questions to ask of our elected representatives. 
There are two steps that this Government must take 
immediately: 

1. Immediate sanctions against the individuals cited 
in this email. It is a fallacy to believe that this will 
harm Canadian commercial interests. Even if Canada 
does not implement this step, the international sanc- 
tions noose will increasingly make it impossible to do 
business with these individuals and their companies. 

2. Canada should take the international lead and 
supply defensive weaponry to the Ukrainian govern- 
ment. You will argue that it is preferable for Canada 
to act with its partners in NATO and the G7 and this 
would understandably be desirable. Regrettably, the 
Western alliance is not led by individuals with the 
stature, insights, or courage of Reagan or Thatcher. 
Indeed, history is more likely to judge them as proté- 
265 of Chamberlain and Daladier? Vladimir Putin 
only understands the language of serious deterrence 
and that means anti-tank weapons and anti-aircraft 
systems. Ukrainians have shown that they are ready to 
die to defend their freedom and by stopping Putin it is 
in Canada’s interests to help them. 

Please do not waste precious time. 

Dr. Walter P. Maksymowych, Edmonton 


Ukraine matters 


By Chrystia Freeland, New York Times, Sept. 6, 2014 

Last week, Russia’s president, Vladimir V. Putin, said he could take 
Kyiv in two weeks. This week, he disavowed a cease-fire, then proposed 
a peace plan. Now a cease-fire is in effect. These zigzags did their job, 
leaving the West confused about his intentions, just as the European 
Union and NATO were meeting to figure out how to counter them. In 
the information war, Ukrainians have been striking back. When Rus- 
sian soldiers openly engaged Ukrainian forces at the end of August, a 
new hashtag began to trend on Twitter. Invented by a Belorussian and 
enthusiastically promoted by Ukrainians, #RussialnvadedUkraine was 
used nearly a half a million times in the first few days. A week later, it 
was still being posted hundreds of times an hour. 

In this conflict, technologically driven activism has become character- 
istic. Ukraine’s Maidan revolution began with a post on Facebook, and 
a “nerd unit,” staffed by volunteers who are crowd sourcing the funding 
for their drones, is operating in the contested east. What’s new and im- 
portant about #RussiaInvadedUkraine is its clear language. One of the 
features of Russia’s war against Ukraine has been the reintroduction of 
Newspeak into public discourse. The Kremlin has used misinformation, 
propaganda and outright deceit to frame the debate. Ukraine’s cyber ac- 
tivists insisted on #RussiaInvadedUkraine to remind Western leaders and 
journalists who are loath to use such plain terms that our weak words are 
an unnecessary concession to Putin. 

It may seem precious, when the war has already claimed at least 3,000 
lives, to fuss over the proper use of language. It isn’t. George Orwell, in 
his famous 1946 essay, “Politics and the English Language,” argued that 
the battle against poor English wasn’t frivolous because “the slovenli- 
ness of our language makes it easier for us to have foolish thoughts.” 
There is a case for fudging. By calling Russia’s latest aggression against 
Ukraine an “incursion,” as President Obama did when Russian tanks 
first drove in, we could be leaving Putin an easier way out. If he never 
“invaded,” the logic goes, he won’t need to face the humiliation of re- 
treat. That might have been а reasonable theory this summer, after the 
destruction of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17. Russia had already invaded 
and annexed part of Ukraine — Crimea — and Russian citizens and Rus- 
sian weapons were spearheading the insurgency in the Donbas region in 
the east. But it was just possible that Putin would choose to end a conflict 
that had already cost Russia billions of dollars. 

He didn’t. Instead, as the Ukrainian military was making gains in the 
Donbas, Putin opted for further escalation by directly sending in Rus- 
sian troops and equipment. Putin has already muzzled Russia’s once 
boisterous free press, exiled and imprisoned opposition leaders and as- 
sumed direct control of the mass media. Ifhe opts for a compromise over 
Ukraine — and the best scenario on offer right now seems to be an ugly 
and destabilizing “frozen conflict” in the Donbas — he won’t need the 
West to help him justify himself at home. He has a powerful domestic 
propaganda machine to do that. By adopting Putin’s Newspeak we aren’t 
offering him a useful diplomatic fig leaf. We are convincing him of his 
strength and our weakness. When Russian troops fighting in Ukraine are 
described on Russian state television as being “on vacation,” the Krem- 
lin is asserting not only that it can send soldiers to Ukraine, but that it 
can explain their presence with an aggressively transparent excuse that 
amounts to thuggish mockery. 

Putin is challenging us with a double bluff, one military and one rhet- 
orical. Reasonable people can differ on how much we should be sup- 
porting Ukraine and on how strongly we should be sanctioning Russia. 
But it is no longer possible to disagree about what is happening. This is 
not a civil war, nor is it a fascist coup. Eastern Ukrainians are not rising 
up against an oppressive regime in Kyiv. We don’t know whether this 
week’s talk of cease-fire is real or just a feint, nor do we know if Ukraine 
will survive as a viable, independent country. But one thing is already 
certain: Russia has invaded a sovereign, democratic state, and through 
that use of force aims to shape its actions. 

We may decide we lack the will to stop this or to more forcefully 
help Ukrainians to stop it, but in making that decision we need to be 
clear about what is going on. The distinction between lies and truth mat- 
ters here because this conflict started with the Ukrainian people’s revolt 
against authoritarianism and in favor of the liberal rights and responsibil- 
ities Ukrainians call European values. This is partly a fight of freedom of 
speech against censorship. In the Ukrainian-Russian conflict, moral clar- 
ity is essential, but to get there we need linguistic clarity, too: Ukrainians 
decided to build a democracy at home and to make a trade deal with Eur- 
ope; Russia invaded. As the Lithuanian president, Dalia Grybauskaite, 
put it earlier this week (on Twitter, of course), “#Ukraine is attacked 
because of its European choice. It is not only defending its territory, but 
also #Europe and its values.” 

If the fighting in the Donbas was in fact a civil war, it would mat- 
ter to Ukrainians, Russians, Eastern Europeans and everyone who cares 
about the thousands who have died. But the wider security implications 
would be limited. Countries do break up — the Soviet Union, Yugo- 
slavia, Czechoslovakia, perhaps even the United Kingdom. What makes 
the Ukrainian conflict consequential is that it is not a civil war. It is an 
annexation of territory, the invasion of one European country by another. 
As Carl Bildt, the Swedish foreign minister, argued in a speech in Ber- 
lin in June, Europe’s entire security structure is built on the agreement 
that this would never happen again. “The principle of respecting existing 
borders was laid down as one of the key foundations of peace in our 
Europe,” Bildt said. “And it has been adhered to up until March of this 
year.” In other words, Russia has broken Europe’s geopolitical rules, and 
thereby changed them. Confronting Putin is a painful prospect, but so is 
living in a world governed by these new rules. Putin and his propagand- 
ists understand this very well, which is why they like to present us with 
the easier option of obfuscation. That’s the most dangerous choice of all. 
#RussiaInvadedUkzaine. Please retweet. 

Chrystia Freeland is the author of “Sale of the Century: Russia's Wild 
Ride From Communism to Capitalism” and a Liberal member of the 
Canadian Parliament. 


Хор «Дніпр 


Микола Галів 

Хорові Дніпро у Едмонтоні - Кана- 
да сповнилось шістдесят років співучо- 
музичної творчої праці. Хор "Дніпро" на 
зорі свого ставання зформувався восени 
1953 р. з українських емігрантів Другої 
світової війни, що поселились у Канаді, 
як виключно мужеський хор. Подібно, як 
хор "Думка", у Нью-Йорку. Почалось від 
концерту українських коляд. Від засну- 
вання до 1976 р. його диригентом був Ро- 
ман Солтикевич. Згодом, у 1971 році став 
мішаним хором. 

У процесі праці, у 1975 р. утворилась 
оркестра і танцювальна група, і сформу- 
вався Український Ансамбль "Дніпро" в 
Едмонтоні, який творчо-успішно діяв до 
1985 р. На зміну диригента Р. Солтике- 
вича, у 1976 р. прийшла Марія Дитиняк. 
До речі, слід згадати, що з 1978 року до 
кінця свого творчого життя співпрацював 
з Українським Ансаблем "Дніпро" у 
Едмонтоні, відомий диригент Київської 
опери і балету маєстро Володимир Ко- 
лесник. Водночас він був диригентом 
Української Капелі Бандуристів im. Тара- 
са Шевченка. Його творча праця і вплив 
був виразно помітний. 

3 2011 р. мішаним хором "Дніпро" 
диригує Ірина Шмігельська. Для утвер- 
дження свого шістдесятилітнього ювілею 
управа хору, на чолі з Сузанною Романюк 
і диригентом вирішила відбути концер- 
тове турне в Канаді, в Оттаві ї Монреалі 
i США, в Нью-Йорку й на Сумівській 
Оселі в Елленвилл. | 

Концерт, у Нью-Йорку хору "Дніпро" 
відбувся, 5-го липня 2014 р.в Українському 
Інституті Америки, при 79 вулиці під ди- 
ригентурою Ірини Шмігельської. Цікаво, 
хор починав свою діяльність, як мужесь- 
кий хор, а на концерті у Нью-Йорку вия- 
вилось, що мужчини у хорі є у подавлячій 
меншості до жінок! Слід наголосити i 
підкреслити, що такого типу концерти, 


ХОР ДНІПРО 
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о» концертував у Нью-Йорку 


Хор "Дніпро" виступає в Українськім Інстутиті Америки 


під сучасну пору, є рідкістю. 

По-перше, - це цікава давно-історична, 
фольклорна і частково сучасна, та змістово 
вишукана програма концерту. По-друге, це 
красиво-мелодійний спів минулого і по- 
третє, це композиції, в основному, молодих 
композиторів - українських канадців, що 
вцілому вражало. В концерті відчувалась 
історична далечінь, віддзеркалення музич- 
них феноменів Канади й України, цікаво- 
вишуканий калейдоскоп. 

Перед початком концерту з коротким 
привітальним словом виступив молодий 
талановитий композитор Роман Гурко з 
Канади, який зараз живе у Нью-Йорку, 
який представив авдиторії хор "Дніпро". 
До речі Р. Гурко, в основному є компози- 
тором релігійної музики. Ньюйоркська 
публіка мала нагоду, кілька років тому, 
слухати його композицію св. Літургію 
по - англійськи, що відбулась у церкві св. 
Юра, у Нью-Йорку. 


Зрозуміло, концерт відкрився піснею 
"Ода до Канади", слова Михайла Шари- 
ка, а музика Джоанни Естелл (Сторощук) 
у якій соля заспівували Наталя Онищук 
й Іван Гук, Ода прозвучала поклінно 
новообраній батьківщині Канаді, моли- 
товно подячно. Наступні дві релігійні 
пісні: "Блаженні" і "Достойно", музика 
згаданого композитора Романа Гурка, 
пронеслись ніжно побожно, у виконанні 
жіночого хору. У тому ключі прозвучала, 
у релігійно і благально молитовному тоні 
композиція Богородице Діво - Зеновія 
Лавришина, у виконані жіночого хору. 

Пісня, до неперевершених й актуальних 
слів і зокрема у сьогоднішний час Василя 
Симоненка "Виростеш ти, сину..." музика 
Сергія Яременка, у виконані жіночого хору 
прозвучали, мелодійно-ніжно і благально. 
Особливим і мало відомим виявився музич- 
ний твір "Концерт кантата", для фортепіяна 
i хору (П-га частина), музика Юрія Фіяли, 
що був присвячений 1000 літтю хрещення 
Руси - України, якого прем'єра відбулась, у 
Торонто 1987 р. під диригентурою В. Колес- 
ника. Виконання хору при фортепіяновому 
супроводі Ірини Тарнавської і з сольо 
заспівами Наталії Онищук й Ірини Федер- 
кевич, було наголошено на рівні - красиво. 


Багатозмістовий музичний твір 
-«Споконвічні луни", до слів поеми 
Володимира  Скорупського, з збірки 


Споконвічні луни: до християнської і 
християнської доби, легенди і міфи, ком- 
позитор Андрій Талпаш поклав слова 
поеми на крила музичних нот, створив- 
ши монументальний мизичний твір на 30 
хвилин, присвятивши  шістдесятиліттю 
хору "Дніпро". Хор виконав тільки першу 
частину - Сварог і Марена, яка прозвуча- 
ла казково-мелодійно. Це гарний вклад до 
скарбниці музичої культури. 

Другу частину концерту відкрила 
пісня "Три поради" на слова Юрія Риб- 
чинського, до яких написав ноти відомий 


український композитор Irop Шамо в 
обробці Василя Звоздецького. Виконан- 
ня вписувалось у співучо- мельодійний 
стиль концерту. Народна пісня "Комарик" 
в обробці Зеновія Лавришина, прозвуча- 
ла оригінально, поіншому, як авдиторія 
звикла чути пісню на цю тему. 

Народна пісня "Нантський в'язень", 
народилась у Франції, замандрувала до 
Канади і стала популярною у провінції 
Квебек. Заходами Олександра Кошиця, у 
його перекладі на українську і музичній 
обробітці стала, як канадська пісня, про- 
звучала дуже співчутливо. Метафорична 
пісня "Летюче віконце" до слів відомого 
поета Василя Голобородька, музика Лари- 
си Кузьменко, виконана жіночим хором, 
під диригентурою, заступника диригента, 
Мирослави Загарії. Також підії орудую ви- 
конано пісню “Four Strong УМ/іпа5"(Чотири 
сильні вітри), слова і музика Іяна Тайсона 
в музичній обробці Деніс Луцишин. та- 


кож виконано пісню “Canada Forever Егес"" нн 


(Канада завжди незалежна), слова 1 музим- 
ка Джоанни Естелл (Сторощук). Концерт 
завершено піснею "Дніпро" (кволібет) 
у цікавій музичній обробці Зеновія Лав- 
ришина при сольо заспіві Андрія Гла- 
дишевського. Це особливо цікавий му- 
зичний твір, що складається з багато 
мелодійности пов'язні з різних пісенних 
мелодій і являються не легким до вико- 
нання. Хор "Дніпро", який є своєрідним 
патроном української річки Дніпра, ви- 
конав у приємно-мелодійно-потужньом 
звучанні. Аудиторія відгукнулась спон- 
танними оплесками. Від імені хору "Дум- 
ка" з вдячністю за гостинний концерт 
хору "Дніпро" вручено диригенці Ірині 
Шмігельській китицю квітів. 

Хорові "Дніпро" належить подяка 
за цю неоціненну велику працю, якою 
підкреслює відому і незаперечну істину 
- наша пісня не вмре, не загине і бажаю 
наступних концертних успіхів. 


Філарет: Путін діє під впливом сатани 


(Радіо Свобода) - Дії президента Росії 
Владіміра Путіна свідчать про його 
одержимість дияволом. Про це йдеться 
у заяві патріарха Київського i всієї Pyci- 
України Філарета, яка опублікована на 
офіційному сайті УПЦ КП. 

«Із великим жалем мушу нині сказа- 
ти привселюдно, що серед правителів 
світу цього, які за фактом хрещення 
відносяться до ШПравославної Церкви, 
з'явився справжній новий Каїн - не за 
іменем, але у справах. Справи ці свідчать, 
що згадуваний правитель, як і перший в 
історії братовбивця Каїн, підпав під вплив 
сатани», - заявив Філарет. 

При цьому він звинуватив Путіна у 
двох великих гріхах - вбивстві й брехні. 

На думку глави УПЦ KIL саме на 
російському президентові лежить 
найбільша провина за загибель людей на 
сході України. 

«У його волі і владі - негайно зупини- 
ти смерті й кровопролиття, але він заради 
гордині своєї продовжує множити зло», — 
стверджує патріарх. 


Патріарх Філарет 


Філарет нагадав, що вже багаторазово 
до Путіна і його поплічників публічно 
зверталися із закликами одуматися, при- 
пинити зло, розкаятися, але нічого не 
змінилося. 
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Harvest Festival closes off 
Ukrainian Village season 


(UkrNews)—There were 1250 
attendees at this year’s Harvest 
Food Festival held at the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village located 
50 kilometres east of Edmonton, 
Sept. 7. 

This was the final special event 
of this year’s season and featured 
traditional harvest activities from 
the period of 1892-1930. 

Due to the changing weather 
the old-fashioned threshing bee 
complete with vintage farm equip- 
ment was sporadic throughout the 
afternoon, but other activities such 
as grain deliveries to the historic 
elevator, and demonstrations of 
canning, feather stripping and kap- 
usta (sauerkraut) making, did take 
place with historical interpreters 
explaining how this was done dur- 
ing pioneer times and even adopt- 
ing historic identities. 

Visitors were also able to take in 
a free horse-drawn wagon ride to 
see more than 30 historic buildings. 

There were special activities for 
children including a petting zoo. 

The day opened with a break- 
fast hosted by the Friends of the 
Ukrainian Village Society followed 
by the Harvest Food Festival with a 
number of local food trucks along 
with traditional Ukrainian food 
such as pyrohy (perogies), holub- 
tsi (cabbage rolls), kovbasa (garlic 
sausage) and more. 

A new feature, the Village Cook 
Off, offered a different approach 
to culinary tourism with visitors 
witnessing local chefs compete 
to make the best pyrohy using a 
kitchen pantry and a list of secret 
ingredients. This event was co- 
hosted by the Alberta Culinary 
Tourism Alliance and supported by 
the Eat East of Edmonton Culinary 
Events and Trails Project. 


Above: Noble Thompson explains the workings of a grain elevator. 
Below: Kara Levenick demonstrates feather stripping. 


Eparchy and Diocese of Saskatoon 
hold lay formation missioning 


By Sister Bonita Komarnicki, 5.5.М.І. 

Recently the Parish of Saints Peter and Paul in Sas- 
katoon, hosted the missioning of 16 Eparchial partici- 
pants of the Eparchial Lay Formation Program. 

The celebration began with a Divine Liturgy cele- 
brated by Bishop Bryan Bayda, C.Ss.R, Eparch of 
Saskatoon. Concelebrating with Bishop Bayda were 
Bishop Donald Bolen, bishop of the Diocese of Sas- 
katoon, Father Yuriy Banga, assistant pastor of Saints 
Peter and Paul parish, Father Andre Lalach, pastor 
of Dormition of Mother of God parish (Saskatoon), 
Father Ivan Nahachewsky, pastor of St. George’s par- 
ish (Prince Albert) and Deacon Thomas Nahachewsky 
of Saints Peter and Paul parish. 

The combined Saints Peter and Paul Choir and Alumni 
Choir sang the responses beautifully and the entire 
church responded to the liturgy parts in full voice. Par- 
ticipating were families of the graduates as well as the 
Roman Catholic graduates, who would be missioned in 
their ceremony the next day at Holy Family Cathedral by 
Bishop Donald Bolen, with the lay formation team and 
the Year I graduates of the program. 

In his homily, Bishop Bayda spoke of the new evan- 
gelization and how lay formation has helped each per- 
son grow in understanding of his or her faith and now 
they have the capacity to speak that faith to others. He 
encouraged the missioned participants to be brave and 
to take the risk to speak their faith to those who need 
to hear the Word of God in today’s world. 

As part of the missioning ceremony, the gradu- 
ates renewed their baptismal commitments and were 
anointed by Bishop Bayda. Then, the two bishops, 
Bishop Bayda and Bishop Bolen, blessed all the 
graduates from the Eastern and Western Churches. It 
was a literal moment of breathing with both lungs, as 


Blessed Pope John Paul II expressed that we need to 
do. It is a moment that happens often in the shared 
Diocesan/Aboriginal/Eparchial Lay Formation pro- 
gram. 

As Paul Hnenny pointed out in his valedictory 
address: “It has been a richly rewarding experience 
sharing with one another our unique cultures and 
faith traditions; and realizing how awesome life is 
in communion with each other when God is indeed 
the Father of our wondrously diverse family. Blessed 
John Paul П was right when he said that breathing 
with both lungs makes us a much more vibrant and 
healthier community of God’s people.” 

Following the Heavenly Banquet, the afternoon 
concluded with a celebration gathering organized 
by the Eparchial Alumni and spearheaded by Robert 
Friesen. We are very lucky to have such wonderful 
lay leaders in our Church and we are grateful for their 
generosity and enthusiasm. 

It is our hope that the formation meeting will get 
the laity more involved in this project. We have heard 
their longing for more learning, more practical train- 
ing, and more spiritual training. We want to help them 
as much as we can, and we cannot do this alone. As 
always, what we do is done through the generosity 
of others. Catholic Missions In Canada sponsors our 
ministry, and we thank you and your benefactors most 
sincerely for your generosity. Without you, we could 
not do the work we do. 

Sister Bonita Komarnicki, a member of the Sister 
Servants of Mary Immaculate, is co-director of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Religious Education Centre in the 
Eparchy of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

This article appeared in the Summer 2014 issue of 
Catholic Missions In Canada. www.cmic.info 
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UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE CLASSES 


for Adults, Teens, and Seniors 
instruction provided at four levels 


September - 


March 


Wednesdays from 7pm to 9pm 


Contact 780-469-1463 or 780-475-7547 
Sponsored by St. Andrew’s Ladies’ Auxiliary 


St. Andrew's Cultural Complex: 9831-75 Street, Edmonton 


SOUP 
SALAD BAR 
ENTREES 

& DESSERT — 
BUFFET 


LA MUSICA DI UMBERTO 
STROLLING ACCORDIONIST 


ITALIAN 
BUEFET 


Ly Roy Fal Coach Dining Room | 


ор яса FEHR 
чо по орда 


Ме бо МУ Edmonton AB TSG 3Al 


780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 


Because you give... 


The Good News of Our Lord is shared 
with our brothers and sisters in remote 


1.800.661.9843 


and isolated missions across our vast land. | 


Here is my gift ої : 520 [)$50 ()5100 L)$200 Ls 
|) Cheque, made payable to Catholic Missions In Canada 


L) Visa L)MasterCard LJAMEX 
Credit Card No. 
Мате 
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City. 
Telephone( ) 


201-1155 Yonge St., Toronto, ON МАТ 1М/2 
о | 1-866-YES-CMIC (937-2642) 


Bishop Bryan Bayda, C.Ss.R., of the Eparchy of Saskatoon 


gives a special blessing to Oristeen Kulyk. 
Photo courtesy of the Eparchy of Saskatoon. 
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Please give generously to support the eparchial 
ministries served by Catholic Missions In Canada. 
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Зліва на право: Спікер Провінційної Асамблеї Євген Звоздецький, син і 
донька бувшої ув язненої Марії Ганчарук, член міської ради Дейв Локин. 


Проект СТО в Домі 
Української Молоді 


Ліда М. Василин, 
Член управи Літи Українок Канади, Відділ Едмонтон 

Все-Канадське відмічення сотої річниці з дня проголошення 
першої Канадської операції інтернування українців через, т. зв. 
War Measures Act, 22-ог серпня, 1914 року, охопило також i Дім 
Українскої Молоді в Едмонтоні. Цей осідок Українських Держав- 
ницьких Організацій на терені Едмонтону - Ліги Українців Кана- 
да, Ліги Українок Канада, CYMy та Товариства Сеньорів ім. Марка 
Боєслава радо приєднався до Проекту СТО який вийшов з ініціативи 
Ukrainia:. Canadian Civil Liberties Association. Ця асоціація вже понад 
двадцять років працює щоб інформувати Канадців Ta досліджувати 
цей страшний епізод Канадської історії. 

В Домі Української Молоді в Едмонтоні з ініціативи Дирекції, по- 
ставлено одну із сімох дощок які були розкриті в Едмонтоні. Про-| 
грама почалася Панахидою яку відправив о. Антін Тарасенко, Па- 
рох церкви Св. Юрія Переможця. Провадив програмою Юрій Ан- 
дрийович який представив дані Проекту СТО i дещо про історію 
інтернування яке почалося точно сто років до дня. Серед присутніх 
яких було приблизно 75 осіб, були також присутні син і донька 
та другі родичі бувшої ув'язненої Марії Ганчарук яка народилася 
в таборі Спирит Лейк в Квебеку. Син Джері Байрак, який вже сам 
пенсіонер, зі смутком розповів спомин про свою матір. Він рівнож 
висловив гордість що разом із сестрою та іншими родичами можуть 
вшанувати покійну 1 бути частиною зусилля поінформувати людей 
про невинних які потерпіли несправедливо 100 років тому. 

Від провінційного уряду Альберти був присутній член та Спікер 
Провінційної Асамблеї Євген Звоздецький, який підтвердив 
важливість Проекту СТО і подякував господарям цієї церемонії 
за їхню працю в нашій громаді. Від міста Едмонтону, був при- 
сутний член міської ради Дейв Локин, який також висловив свою 
пошану до потерпілих i підтримку цього проекту. Він з гордісттю 
підкреслив, що він також українського роду. Місцева преса CibiCi та 
другі телевізійні станції були присутні та подали репортажі на своїх 
вечірніх телепередачах. 

Тарас Подільський, від імені організаційного комітету цієї події, 
підкреслив важливість Проекту СТО і розказав, як це виростаючи 
в Альберті він щойно у дорослому віці вперше довідався про Ка- 
надську операцію інтернування. Він навів болісний факт, що завдя- 
ки жертвам інтернування, мільйони туристів впродовж 100 років 
насолоджуються красою Канадських Національних парків, навіть 
не знаючи, що дороги на яйих їдуть та атракції які відвідують є про- 
дуктами операції інтернування. 

На закінчення, присутні прослухали музичний запис англомовної 
пісні "В Тіні Скелястих Гір?, “In the Shadows of the Rockies” яку напи- 
сала і виконала Канадська співачка Марія Данн. Своїми змістовними 
словами та жалісною мелодією Марія Данн блискуче передала по- 
чуття зради, несправедливості та байдужості загального суспільства 
визнати цю темну сторінку Канадської історії. Цю пісню можна по- 
чута онлайн на цій сторінці; http://mariadunn.com/look-listen/lyrics/ 
in-the-shadow-of-the-rockies 

Дирекція Дому Української Молоді пригостила усіх присутнух 
перекускою і надала нагоду поспілкуватися з гостями та пресою. 
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7 Бл.п. Анна Бумбак 


У неділю, 20-ого липня, 2014-ого року відійшла 
у Господню Вічність бл. п. Анна Бумбак у 
Едмонтоні. 

Життєвий шлях небув легкий для молодої си- 
роти. Три головні підпори які вона мала були її 
сильна віра, допомога від брата отця Гната і сестер 
Анастазії та Катрусі, та її сильний й швидкий ро- 
зум. Шлях до кращої майбутності був через науку, 
і молода Анна вчилася пильно, щоб передати знан- 
ня іншим. Маючи шіснадцять років, почала учите- 
лювати коло міста Львова. 

За рік вибухла друга світова війна й прийшлося 
жити під ворожою окупацією. Більшовики вима- 
гали, щоб учителі познімали всі символи релігії з 
клясів. З великою відвагою Анна відмовилася ски- 
нути ікони у своїй клясі. Згодом довелось Анні із 
сестрами й отцем Гнатом покинути Рідний край у 
пошуках свободи. 

Шсля побуту в таборі в Німечинні, Анна виїхала 
до Англії. Тут запізнала Івана Бумбака, з яким 
одружилася в Канаді в 1951-ому році. В 1957- 
ому році переїхала з чоловіком і двома синами з 
Летбридж до Едмонтону. Незадовго народився 
ще один синочок, а потім доня. З чотирьма дітьми 
Анна була дуже занята. 

Робила все на 110% 1 так само вимагала від своїх 
дітей. Крім своєї родини, бл. п. Анна вчителювала у 
рідних школах. Хотіла передати нашу мову, культу- 
ру, традиції, й любов до України своїм учням. За це 
учні її любили й шанували. Українська Католиць- 
ка Церква відіграла велику роль в її житті і впро- 
довж довгих років служби в Лізі Українських Ка- 
толицьких Жінок бл. п. Анна віддала честь Богові 
й Українському народові. За довгі літа громадської 
праці одержала від Конгресу Українців Канади на- 
городу Гетьмана. 

З її життя можемо навчитись таких лекцій: 

Треба жити життя не лише для себе, а для 
інших. || З 

» Мати віру. Покійна наша мама все казала, що 
як людина Бога не признає то не буде боятися 
людських законів. Віра дає структуру, забезпечен- 
ня і надію в житті. 

» Треба все себе, i світ довкола себе покращу- 
вати, Через працю 1 науку можна досягти великих 
успіхів. 


- Любов є вартісна i конечна. Без любови ро- 
динне, суспільне 1 громадське життя є неможливе. 
Чим більше любови людина дає, то тим більше 
любови їй вертається. 

Покійна Анна віддала свою любов і час родині, 
церкві, й громаді. Разом із чоловіком Іваном жерт- 
венну підтримку складали на громадські цілі. 

Здаємо нашій мамі, бабі, прабабі, теті нашу под- 
яку 1 любов. 

Вічна Пам'ять! 


Похоронні відправи відбулися 27-oro липня. 
Складаємо найщирішу подяку Преосвященному 
Владиці Кер Давидові Мотюкові i Всечеснішими 
отцям за відправлення похоронних Богослу- 
жень, і за щирі прощальні слова. Щиро дякуємо 
організації ЛУКЖК Едмонтонської Епархії за 
їхню прислугу під час похорону. 

Наша щира подяка усім, що провели Покійну у 
Вічність своєю участю у похоронних Богослуж- 
бах, молитвами, пожертвами св. Служб Божих, та 
пожертвами для катедри св. Иософата 1 семінарії 
в Інституті ім. Митр. Андрея Шептицького. Хай 
Добрий Господь щедро винагородить усіх за вияв- 
лену щирість, жертвенність та співчуття. 

Вдячні: Дочка - Анна; Сини - Тарас, Роман з 
Линдою, Іван з Ларисою; Внуки: Діякон Михай- 
ло з Добродійкою Ким, Андрійка, Іванко, Марко, 
Таня; Правнуки: Тобаяс, Миріям, Джорджа, чним 


Львів'яни вчитимуться працювати 
у європейських умовах 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

У Львові 3 вересня розпочався українсько- 
польський фестиваль партнерства, який триватиме 
10 днів. Цьогоріч захід набув іншого смислового 
навантаження, бо не лише презентує мистецьке 
життя польських і українських міст, але передусім 
є демонстрацією сусідських відносин поміж Поль- 
щею 1 Україною. 

Торік логотипом фестивалю було привідкрите 
вікно, що символізувало європейське майбутнє 
України. Тоді ніхто з українських і польських 
митців i гадки не мав, що саме бажання українців 
бути у європейській спільноті виведе їх на Майдан. 
Цьогоріч фестиваль партнерства символізують дві 
лавки, помальовані у національні кольори України 
i Польщі. На лавку можна сісти, порозмовляти по- 
сусідськи приязно, а ще їх можна використати, 
як барикади, щоб чинити опір тій навалі, яка йде 
зі Сходу, і не лише на Україну, але й на Європу, 
наголосив генеральний консул Польщі у Львові 
Ярослав Дрозд (це консульство є ініціатором про- 
ведення фестивалю). Останні події в Україні спри- 
яли не лише поліпшенню українсько-польських 
відносин, але показали, що друзі пізнаються у біді. 

«Цього року ми відмовились від багатьох роз- 
важальних заходів, більше звертаємо увагу на 
семінари, зустрічі, обмін досвідом, що стосується 
мистецтва, місцевого самоврядування,  гро- 
мадських ініціатив. Україна підписала Угоду про 
асоціацію, тому потребує досвіду польських ре- 
форм, діяльності сфери культури, запровадження 
різних проектів», - каже Ярослав Дрозд. 

Фестиваль переформатувався з розважального 
на освітній. Відтак понад півтисячі львів'ян зго- 
лосились відвідати 14 воркшопів - це зустрічі, 
майстер-класи, семінари, лекції, які проводи- 
тимуть найкращі польські фахівці. Відвідувачі 
зможуть довідатись про менеджмент польського 
театру, про те, як розмовляти з дітьми про сучас- 


не мистецтво, якою має бути сучасна бібліотека, 
бо це не лише місце, де видають книжки, а місце 
спілкування, діяльності локальних громад. І 
польські фахівці мають у цьому великий досвід. 
Також  краківські експерти поділяться своїм 
досвідом, як місто може отримати зиск від того, 
що у ньому знімається кіно. У Львові це питан- 
ня досі не врегульоване, а ось у Кракові місто 
отримує з кіномистецтва користь. 

«Ми не можемо зараз проводити гучні кон- 
церти, але це тимчасово. Натомість цей час дає 
нам можливість піти в глибину. Ми вміли зроби- 
ти феєричні події, але нам не вистачало часу на 
освітню i глибоку роботу. Ми говоритимемо про 
ті проблеми, з якими зіштовхується Львів, це 
те, як має функціонувати громадський простір, 
бібліотека у сучасних умовах», - говорить чи- 
новник львівського управління культури [puna 
Магдиш. 

У нинішніх умовах культура має стати третім 
фронтом, бо вона допомагає людям вистоювати в 
різних трагедіях, розуміти ситуацію. Польські му- 
зиканти виступатимуть разом з львівськими, але 
на цей раз у закритих концертних залах і клубах. 
Зокрема, у Львові очікують виступу польсько- 
українського гурту «Тарака», який народився у 
2012 році саме на фестивалі партнерства, а став 
популярним і улюбленим в Україні після виконан- 
ня пісні «Подай руку Україні». 

«Нам важливо, щоб цей фестиваль набув роз- 
голосу, Польські регіони делегують свої гурти, ми 
матимемо концерти з львівськими колективами. 
Це фундамент для побудови і зміцнення нашої 
співпраці по обидва боки кордону», - каже Кароль 
Кус, лідер гурту. ' 

Усі зібрані кошти з концертів (а вартість 
квитків 30 гривень), віддадуть на допомогу дітям 
військових, які загинули під час бойових дій на 
Сході України. 
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Communism 
and Hunger 


The Soviet, Kazakh, Ukrainian and Chinese 


Famines in Comparative Perspective 


(CIUS)—A ground-breaking 
conference to examine commun- 
ist-orchestrated famines will be 
held on Sept. 26-27 in Toronto, 
organized by the Holodomor Re- 
search and Education Consortium 
(HREC) of the Canadian Institute 
of Ukrainian Studies, University of 
Alberta. Communism and Hunger 
in Comparative Perspective will 
bring together some of the best spe- 
cialists on the Ukrainian, Kazakh, 
all-Soviet, and Chinese famines to 
assess their common features and 
differences and place their findings 
within the dynamics of the histor- 
ies of these countries on the basis 
of new scholarship and the rapidly 
increasing specialized literature. 

Over the past two decades, re- 
search on the great political fam- 
ines of the twentieth century has 
made significant progress, thanks 
to increased access to formerly 
closed archives and to the collect- 
ive effort of the international schol- 
arly community. 

“We now have a more or less 
accurate picture of the causes, dy- 
namics, demographic impact, and 
consequences of the pan-Soviet 
famine of 1931-33, the Ukrain- 
ian Holodomor, the Kazakh great 
hunger, and the terrible famine in 
China produced by the Great Leap 
Forward in 1959-61,” said Profes- 
sor Andrea Graziosi of the Italian 
National Agency for the Evaluation 
of Universities and Research, who 
is one of the conference organizers. 

The conference will feature the 
following scholars: Nicolas Werth, 
Institut d’histoire du temps présent 
(Paris), speaking on “Famine in the 
Volga Region, Famine in Ukraine: 
Political Mechanisms and Recent 
Debates”; Lucien Bianco, Ecole des 
Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales 
(Paris), on “Comparing Soviet and 
Chinese Famines”; Andrea Grazi- 
osi, Italian National Agency for 
the Evaluation of Universities and 
Research (Naples), on “Stalin’s 
and Mao’s Famines: Analogies and 
Differences”; Niccolo Pianciola, 
Lingnan University (Hong Kong), 
on “Kazakhstan and the Geography 
of the Soviet Famine of 1931-33”; 
Sarah Cameron, University of 
Maryland, on “The Kazakh Fam- 
ine of 1930-33: Current Research 
and New Directions”; Zhou Xun, 
University of Essex, on “The Great 
Famine in the Chinese Communist 
Party Archives”; and Ralph Thax- 
ton, Brandeis University, on “The 
Traumatic Past in the Contentious 
Present: How the Great Leap Fam- 
ine Has Affected Legitimacy and 
Resistance in the Post-Mao Era.” 
Olga Andriewsky, Trent Univer- 
sity, and Kimberly Manning, Con- 
cordia University, will serve as 
discussants. Public lectures will be 
delivered by Professor Bianco on 
the evening of Sept. 26 and by Pro- 
fessor Graziosi on the afternoon of 
September 27. 

Dr. Graziosi pointed out that 
while there have been attempts to 
compare these famines, a system- 
atic comparison that could reveal 
both similarities and differences 
and thus produce a deeper under- 


Professor Andrea Graziosi 


standing has yet to be realized. 
All three famines were direct by- 
products of major “leaps forward” 
unleashed by communist parties 
endowed with centralized planning 
mechanisms whose targets and 
priorities they believed could be 
controlled and freely manipulated. 
Moreover, in both the Soviet Union 
and China, these parties were led 
by powerful, quasi-despotic fig- 
ures prepared to use any means 
and profit from any circumstance 
to preserve power, often presenting 
themselves as the sole guarantors 
for the accomplishment of higher 
missions. Whatever the economic 
motivations, these famines were 
also political events that require 
political analyses of their causes 
and courses. 

There were also major differen- 
ces, however. According to Profes- 
sor Graziosi, semi-colonial mech- 
anisms and the national question 
played a much more important role 
in the USSR than in China. The 
Chinese party was able to oppose 
its leader’s choices much more ef- 
fectively than its Soviet counter- 
part; the geographical specificities 
of the famines seem to have had 
quite different causes; and, while 
the Soviet famines allowed Stalin’s 
policies to triumph, the Chinese 
famine ended in a major defeat 
for Mao. The aftermaths were also 
substantially different, as demon- 
strated even by a superficial com- 
parison between the Soviet show 
trials and the Great Proletarian 
Revolution. 

HREC is making available sti- 
pends to graduate students and 
early career scholars to support 
their attendance at the conference 
and give them an opportunity to 
interact with leading scholars. Last 
year, HREC organized Contextual- 
izing the Holodomor: A Confer- 


ence on the 80th Anniversary of 


the 1932-33 Famine in Ukraine, 
and nearly twenty young academ- 
ics came from North America, Eur- 
ope, and Ukraine to participate. 

HREC is organizing the Com- 
munism and Hunger conference 
with the support of the Petro Jacyk 
Program Centre for European, 
Russian and Eurasian Studies at the 
Munk School, University of Toron- 
to; the St. Vladimir Institute; and 
the Ukrainian Canadian Research 
and Documentation Centre. 
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Prisoners peer out from behind a barbed wire fence in one of Canada’s 24 WWI internment camps. 


Symposium to mark centenary of Canada’s 
first wartime internment operations 


(CIUS)—The University of Alberta’s Kule Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Studies Centre at the Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies, in collaboration with the Wirth Insti- 
tute for Austrian and Central European Studies, is organ- 
izing an academic symposium to discuss the impact of 


‘ the First World War on members of ethnic communities 


who were imprisoned without cause under the provi- 
sions of the 1914 War Measures Act. Highlighting new 
research on developments in Canada stemming from the 
war, “Canada, the Great War and ‘Enemy Aliens,’ 1914- 
1920,” hopes to draw attention to the short- and long- 
term consequences which the harassment, surveillance 
and incarceration of immigrants from Central and East- 
ern Europe had on their families and communities. The 
two-day gathering will take place in Banff, Alberta on 
17-18 October at the Cave and Basin National Historic 
Site, an early National Parks attraction built partly by 
internees imprisoned at the Castle Mountain camp. 


The symposium will feature 16 presentations by 
scholars from across Canada, Austria, Turkey and Italy. 
Among the topics to be explored are the participation of 
Ukrainians and other Slavs in the Canadian Expedition- 
ary Force, documented case studies of internees, and~ 
the built legacy of internee laborers in Banff National 
Park. Talks will also be given on Turkish, Croatian, and 
Serbian nationals who were held in custody by Canadian 
authorities, and on the infamous wartime concentration 
camp in Thalerhof, Austria, where many Ukrainian 
Russophiles were held captive along with others deemed 
to have suspect loyalties by Austrian authorities. 

All sessions are open to the general public free of 
charge, as is as Saturday night screening of three films 
about the internment. Financing for the symposium 
was provided by the Canadian First World War Intern- 
ment Recognition Fund, and the Ukrainian Canadian 
Civil Liberties Foundation. 


CANADA, THE GREAT WAR AND ENEMY ALIENS, 1914-1920 


An academic symposium examining the impact of the First World War from the perspective of 
Canada’s “Home Front” and developments abroad. Featuring presentations by а distinguished 
group of scholars from across Canada, Austria, Italy and Turkey examining how the war 
affected members of ethnic minorities who were identified as “enemy aliens’ and incarcerated 
under the provisions of the War Measures Act for up to six years in twenty-four forced labour 
camps from Nova Scotia to Vancouver Island. Another 80,000 immigrants from Central and 
Eastern Europe were compelled to register and report regularly to local authorities under threat 
of arrest. Their stories form part of a little-known chapter of Canada’s history and serve as 
reminder of the importance of protecting civil liberties despite heightened wartime tensions. 


CAVE AND BASIN NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, BANEF, ALBERTA 
311 Cave Avenue 


17-18 OCTOBER 2014 
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Organized by the University of Alberta’ 


Wirth Institute for Austrian and Central European Studies 
and the Kule Ukrainian Canadian Studies Centre at the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


In partnership with the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Foundation 


This project has been made possible by a grant from the Endowment Council of the Canadian 
First World War Internment Recognition Fund. 


Admission to sessions and Saturday night film screening free of charge. 
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For more details, please call 780.492.1444/780.492.3765 or visit: 


www.wirth.ualberta.ca or www.cius.ca 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
WIRTH INSTITUTE FOR AUSTRIAN 
AND CENTRAL EUROPEAN STUDIES 


СКІУС 


СТО5 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, Sept. 11 - 25, 11 - 25 вересня, 2014 


Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton іп Riga, Latvia 


7 
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Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton tours Eastern Europe 


(UMCE)—The Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton 
 (ОМСВ), under the direction of Orest Soltykevych, recently 
returned from a successful tour of Latvia, Poland and Vi- 
enna. Starting in Riga, Latvia, the choir competed in three 
categories at the World Choir Games, which are held every 
two years and is the largest choral event in the world. This 
year there were over 27,000 choristers from 500 choirs rep- 
resenting more than 60 countries. 

The choir had a very busy eight days in Riga, with quali- 
fications, rehearsals, competitions, an open-air concert and 
rehearsals for the massed choir for the closing ceremonies. 
Competing in the three categories of Male Chamber Choir, 
Sacred Music a Capella and Folklore, the choir was pleased 
to receive silver in all three categories. Bill Lebedovich, 
Chair of the Tour Committee, noted that “our competition 
highlight was singing Ukrainian sacred music in an old stone 
church that had a reverberation of almost four seconds - truly 
a moving experience!” 

The choir was also fortunate to have been selected as one 
of 30 choirs to perform in the massed choir of 900 choristers 
for the closing ceremonies. The concert was all pop music, 
and the conductors placed the choir in the front row of the 
massed choir in the 13,000 seat Arena Riga, because of the 
singers’ “strong Slavic” voices. The massed choir was ac- 
companied by the Latvian State Orchestra and the concert 
was broadcast on national television. Lebedovich said “It 
was a super experience and a huge rush of adrenalin! We 
had an absolute wonderful time singing and were a bunch of 

~~kids again.” The closing ceremonies can be seen at https:// 
Wwww.youtube.com/watch?v=1TJHjhNb2weE. 

Riga is a beautiful city full of sidewalk cafes and restau- 

rants and has been called “the Paris of the North”. It was 


established in 1201 as a trading center, being occupied by 
various states before turning its back on its oppressors in 
1991 and is fiercely independent. It has a Museum of Occu- 
pation that tells the story of Latvia’s oppression through the 
centuries. It was evident that one could substitute “Ukraine” 
for “Latvia” in most of the exhibits as the story of occupa- 
tion is almost identical for the two countries. 

The choir’s original plan had been to tour western Ukraine 
after Riga but given the conflict in Ukraine, the choir instead 
chose to tour communities in Poland that had large Ukraini- 
an populations due to forced resettlement of Ukrainian resi- 
dents in Poland during and after WWII. The choir’s first stop 
was Olsztyn in northern Poland, where the choir performed 
in a Ukrainian Catholic church where they were very warm- 
ly received by the community and parish. The parish priest 
had served in Hamilton for five years so was very familiar 
with Canada and was thrilled to have the choir perform, as 
that area very seldom gets visiting performing groups. 

The next day the choir stopped in the small village of Prusino- 
wo Czluchow to sing a memorial service at the gravesite of the 
brother of one of the members. It was a very special time, тоу- 
ing and also heart warming as the choristers met the family of 
the choir member who has been in Canada for 25 years, and 
who returns to his home village as often as he can. 

The roads in northern Poland are often very winding and 
the choir had a scenic and sometimes slow tour but it en- 
abled them to have a close look at the many stork nests. This 
was particularly poignant for them as one of their songs, Жу- 
равлі (Zhuravii), is а 14 year old boy’s poem about storks 
returning to Chornoby] after the disaster and unable to raise 
their young there. Storks in Poland are as symbolic there as 
they are in Ukraine. 


The choir’s next stop was in Wroclaw, a large city in 
western Poland, where the choir again performed in a large 
Ukrainian church. The next day the choir toured Krakow, a 
very beautiful and historic city. 

The choir’s final stop was in Vienna. It had surprises around 
every corner, full of coffee houses, cafes and enough museums 
to keep one busy for weeks. The choir’s second major high- 
light of the tour was singing the liturgy at St. Barbara’s Church, 
which is the oldest Ukrainian Greek Catholic Parish this side 
of the former Iron Curtain. The church was established in 1783 
by the Austrian Emperor Josef II and from 1931 to 1995, An- 
drij Hnatyshyn, a well known and highly regarded Ukrainian 
composer, was the choir director; the choir felt his spirit as they 
sang several of his arrangements during the liturgy. The church 
was overflowing and people spilled out into the street where 
the choir sang a short concert after the liturgy in the small 
square in front of the church. 

So the choir had a very busy trip full of singing, mak- 
ing new friends, trying a few of the hundreds of varieties of 
beer that Europe has to offer, enjoying delicious new foods 
and generally enjoying themselves. The choristers worked 
hard to prepare for their first ever competitions and had fun 
wherever they went. The World Choir Games were wonder- 
fully organized and the choristers sang their hearts out. The 
Ukrainian communities in Poland were delighted to have the 
choir perform for them. And Vienna is an absolute must that 
should be on every traveller’s list. The choir looks forward 
to its next venture. 

The Ukrainian Male Chorus always welcomes new sing- 
ers. Anyone interested in singing in the choir should con- 
tact the conductor, Orest Soltykevych, at 780.434.6671 or 
osoltykevych@yahoo.ca. 


If you like this paper, but 


(RISU)—God’s Martyr, History’s Witness: Blessed 


Blessed Budka biography published 


Bishop Budka’s story is one of endurance. For 
fifteen years he traveled unceasingly, visiting the 
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Bishop of Canada has been published by the Ukrain- 
ian Catholic Eparchy of Edmonton and the Metropol- 
itan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian 
Studies. 

God’s Martyr, History’s Witness is the first com- 
plete historical biography of Bishop Nykyta Budka. 
The author of the biography is Dr. Athanasius McVay. 

“With this publication, the name and life of Bless- 
ed Bishop Nykyta Budka will find their proper place 
in the history of Ukrainians in Canada, in Canadian 
Catholic history, and in the history of Ukraine,” says 
Dr. Stella Hryniuk. 

In his commentary to RISU Fr. McVay noted that 
Nykyta Budka is an important figure in Ukrainian, 
Canadian, and Catholic history. His appointment on 
15 July 1912, was the first time the Apostolic See of 
Rome named an Eastern Catholic bishop with full 
jurisdiction outside of the old continents of Europe 
and Asia. 

From an early age he became an educator and 
supporter of the Ukrainian people and supported 
their political and cultural freedom. He became one 
of hundreds of thousands of Ukrainian immigrants 
and encouraged Ukrainian immigration to Canada 
throughout his life. His mission being to sustain Can- 
adian Ukrainian Greek-Catholics in their faith. Budka 
achieved government recognition of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Canada as a legal entity. Facing 
the reality of assimilation he encouraged his flock 
to become good Canadians but dedicated himself to 
preserving Ukrainian religious and cultural identity. 


Ukrainian settlements scattered across Canada and 
church communities, celebrating the sacraments, 
teaching, preaching and comforting the faithful. He 
invited many Ukrainian priests from Europe and or- 
dained local recruits to serve as missionaries in Can- 
ada. He relied upon religious sisters, brothers, and 
priests to promote Catholic and bilingual education. 
He sponsored lay people in higher education so that 
they would become conscientious and self-sacrificing 
community leaders. 

He was a poor administrator but a fantastic mis- 
sionary. He did not receive sufficient financial sup- 
port from his flock and was forced to rely on grants 
from Roman Catholic bishops and organizations. He 
faced bankruptcy on several occasions. In a climate 
of intense proselytism he battled with many political 
and religious opponents who sought to draw his flock 
away from their Catholic Faith. 

Overwork, stress, and harsh conditions destroyed 
his delicate health. After requesting for an assistant 
bishop, finally he was asked to resign. For the next 
17 years he provided moral support and ministered to 
Ukrainians under oppressive Polish, Nazi and Soviet 
regimes. Together with his fellow Ukrainian Catholic 
bishops, clergy, religious and laity, he was condemned 
by Soviet authorities. He died in a prison camp in far- 
away Kazakhstan. 

The Catholic Church numbers him among the Пеау- 
enly martyrs and confessors of the Faith. His story can 
be described as a life of obedience, work, and love of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and God’s pilgrim people. 
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Poles urge 


Europe to action 
History repeats itself 75 years after WWII 


Appeal of Polish intellectuals to the 
citizens and governments of Europe 
[The Appeal was translated and published in 
Le Monde on I September. It was translated 
into English by the Ukraine List at the Uni- 

versity of Ottawa] 

“To die for Danzig” is a phrase that sym- 
bolizes the attitude of Western Europe to the 
war that broke out 75 years ago. Three times, 
France and the United Kingdom gave the 
green light to the German dictator. Neither 
the Anschluss, nor the occupation of the Su- 
detenland, nor the dismantling of Czechoslo- 
vakia resulted in any serious consequences 
for Hitler and his state. And when on Sep- 
tember 1, 1939, as a logical continuation of 
the Molotoy-Ribbentrop Pact, the first shots 
rang out in Danzig (Gdansk), the Western 
powers could decide only on a “phony war.” 
Thus, they gave Hitler the green light for the 
fourth time, thinking they would save their 
own lives at the price of Danzig. The next 
capital on the list to be occupied was Paris, 
and then, soon after, the bombs fell on Lon- 
don. Only then did the cries begin: “Stop,” 
and “Never again!” 

This selfish and shortsighted policy of the 
Europeans toward the aggressor must not be 
repeated again. However, the recent evolu- 
tion of the world situation and the sudden 
heightening of tensions strangely resemble 
the year 1939. Russia, the aggressor state, 15 
occupying a part of its smaller neighbor — 


the Crimea. The army and special services of 


President Putin, operating mostly incognito 
in the east of Ukraine, are supporting groups 
that terrorize the local population and are 
openly threatening invasion. 

There is, however, a new element as com- 
pared to 1939: in recent years the aggressor 
has succeeded in attracting into the orbit of 
its interests many politicians and business 
people while its Western partners continue to 
believe in its “human face.” The lobby that 
was formed has influenced and continues to 
influence the policies of numerous countries. 
This policy is described as “Russia first” and 
even “Russia only.” Now it has collapsed 
and Europe urgently needs a new Ostpolitik. 

Therefore, we are issuing an urgent appeal 
to our fellow Europeans and their govern- 
ments: 

[1] Francois Hollande, president of the 
French Republic, and his government are 
attempting to take a step that would be far 
worse that France’s passivity in 1939. In the 
weeks ahead, France is set to become the 
only European country to help the aggressor: 
it intends to deliver to Putin’s Russia two 
brand new Mistral helicopter carrier war- 
ships. The cooperation on this matter began 
in 2010, and generated many protests even 
then. Nicolas Sarkozy, the president at the 
time, used to cut off all discussion by re- 
peating “the Cold War is over.” Now, open 
war is truly taking place. Therefore, there is 
no reason to honor old commitments. Sever- 
al politicians and Bernard-Henri Lévy have 
proposed that France sell its ships either to 
NATO or to the European Union. If President 
Hollande does not change his mind, the cit- 
izens of Europe should convince him by 
boycotting French products. 

[2] The Federal Republic of Germany, 
since 1982, has begun to depend increas- 
ingly on Russian gas. Even at that time, Pol- 
ish intellectuals, including Czeslaw Milosz 
and Leszek Kolakowksi, warned against the 
installation of new pipelines, calling them 
potential “instruments of blackmail” against 
Europe. Successive presidents of the Polish 
Republic, from Aleksander Kwasniewski 
to Lech Kaczynski, also issued the same 
warning at different times. But German pol- 


iticians, either because of the famous Ger- 
man guilt complex, or believing in the “Rus- 
sian economic miracle” and hoping to profit 
from it, greatly appreciated the cooperation 
with Russian power. At the same time, they 
continued, possibly unconsciously, the un- 
fortunate German tradition of carrying on 
discussions with only one partner in the East 
— Russia. In recent years, the companies 
owned by the Russian state or its oligarchs 
increasingly have been established in Ger- 
many, whether in the field of energy resour- 
ces, the world of soccer, or the tourism sec- 
tor. Germany must put a stop to this kind of 
dependence, which always conceals political 
pressure. 

ІЗ! All Europeans and each country in- 
dividually should become involved in ac- 
tions to support imperiled Ukraine. Hundred 
of refugees from the eastern territories of 
Ukraine and Crimea are in need of humani- 
tarian assistance. Its economy has been 
devastated by years of a draconian contract 
with Gazprom, which holds a monopoly 
on energy resources and which imposes on 
Ukzaine, its most destitute client, the highest 
rate possible The Ukrainian economy is in 
dire need of emergency assistance, new busi- 
ness partners and new investors. The spheres 
of culture, media and civic initiatives, which 
are dynamic and of extraordinary richness, 
also need support. 

[4] For many years, the European Union 
has made it clear to Ukraine that it had no 
chance either to become a member or to re- 
ceive anything other than symbolic assist- 
ance. The policy of the “Eastern Partner- 
ship” has not changed much in this respect. 
The question arises if perhaps this solution 
was considered as a lesser evil. However, 
overnight all these questions have taken on 
their own dynamic, due largely to the deter- 
mination of Ukrainian democrats. For the 
first time in history, the citizens of a country 
were dying under bullets with the European 
flag in their hands. If Europe does not show 
any solidarity with them now, it will mean 
that the ideals of liberty and fraternity inher- 
ited from the French Revolution no longer 
mean anything to it. 

Ukraine has the right to defend both its ter- 
ritory and its citizens and to respond to exter- 
nal aggression by using its police forces and 
its army, including in the regions bordering 
with Russia. After all, since 1991, stable 
peace has reigned both in the Donetsk re- 
gion and in the entire country. There was no 
violent conflict, and no conflict on the issue 
of minority rights. Vladimir Putin, releasing 
the demons of war and testing a new type of 
war, has transformed Ukraine into a military 
training area in the image of the Spanish 
Civil War, where fascist units supported by 
Hitler’s Germany attacked the young repub- 
lic. Those who will not tell Putin today “no 
pasaran!” (“They shall not pass!) expose 
the European Union and its values to ridi- 
cule, while agreeing to the destabilization of 
the world order. 

Nobody knows who will lead Russia in 
three years. It is unclear what will happen 
to the current ruling elite, the one that is 
leading this reckless policy that is contrary 
to the interests of its own people. However, 
one thing is certain: those who continue 
“business as usual” are risking new deaths 
of thousands of Ukrainians and Russians, 
the exodus of hundreds of thousands of new 
refugees, as well as new imperialist attacks 
by Putin against new countries. Yesterday 
Danzig, today Donetsk: we must not accept 
an open bleeding wound in Europe for years 
to come. 

Gdansk, September 1, 2014 
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Sushko joins ranks of 
Canada’s most influential 
female executives 


(WFUWO)—The World Federation of 
Ukrainian Women’s Organizations (WFUWO) 
is proud to announce its President, Irene (Ory- 
sia) Sushko, C.M. has been named as one of 
this year’s Top 25 Women of Influence™ by 
Women of Influence, Inc., North America’s 
leading organization dedicated to the advance- 
ment of women. This prestigious ranking cele- 
brates and showcases the accomplishments of 
Canadian senior executives who have achieved 
the highest levels of professional success and 
have made a significant difference in their 
field. Irene was one of only five women ap- 
plauded for their contribution and influence in 
the NGO category. 

“The level of influence, stature and ac- 
complishments of this year’s Top 25 Women 
of Influence is without question, outstanding 
and unparalleled,” said Carolyn Lawrence, 
President and CEO of Women of Influence. 
“Although this year’s women have varied 
backgrounds, professions, personalities and 
skills, they all share the same passion, ambi- 
tion and drive to make meaningful and trans- 
formational contributions to the Canadian 
economy, their communities, their work- 
places, and to the next generation. 

They are women of influence in every 
sense of the word.” 

Irene (Orysia) Sushko, C.M. will be pro- 
filed alongside fellow recipients in the win- 
ter issue of Women of Influence magazine. 
This flagship edition will be available Моу- 
ember 21, 2014. 

“Thank you for this profound honour”, 
beamed Irene. “To stand alongside such 
powerhouse women as one of Canada’s Top 25 


Women of Influence for 2014, is a truly hum- 
bling privilege. May Canadian women con-_ 
tinue to blaze trails in every field of business, 
government and community, in this nation 
and across the globe, and may we continue 
to celebrate these achievements with recogni- 
tions such as the Top 25 Women of Influence. 
Celebrating, supporting and encouraging one 
another in our varied endeavours is critical to 
broadening the scope of opportunities avail- 
able to all Canadian women.” 

Irene’s achievements will also be cele- 
brated on December 4, 2014, at the De- 
loitte Women of Influence Luncheon at the 
Metro Toronto Convention Centre. Kathleen 
Wynne, Ontario’s 25th Premier and the first 
woman to serve in this role, will be head- 
lining this event. Ranked among this year’s 
Top 25 Women of Influence™, her talk will 
focus in part on how she made history as the 
first female Premier in Ontario politics and 
how she is handling the pressures of the pub- 
lic eye. 

Now in its fourth year, the Top 25 Women 
of Influence™ recognizes a select group of 
executives who have are influential in busi- 
ness, health, non-government organizations, 
professional services and the public sector. 
Recipients are selected based on both ac- 
complishment and the magnitude of their in- 
fluence over the past year, including number 
of employees, awards, board memberships, 
funds raised, business deals initiated and/ 
or led, and published work. Having made 
a significant difference in their fields, these 
women serve as important role models for 
future female leaders across Canada 


Russian mothers branded 
as “foreign agents” 


By Hayla Coynash, 
Human Rights in Ukraine 

On August 28, the Russian Ministry of 
Justice added the NGO “Soldiers’ Mothers 
of St. Petersburg” to its official list of “for- 
eign agents” under the 2012 law. 

The decision came after its leader, Ella 
Polyakova, spoke publicly about the alleged 
death of Russian soldiers fighting in Ukraine 
against the Ukrainian forces. 

Her organization compiled a list of some 
100 Russian soldiers allegedly killed in 
Ukraine and a further 300 wounded, and de- 
manded investigation into these allegations. 
The Kremlin denies sending troops to Ukraine 
and any direct Russian involvement in what it 
insists is Ukraine’s internal conflict. 

“The timing of this decision indicates that 
the Kremlin is determined to muzzle its crit- 
ics and keep a strong lid on any information 
which suggests that Russia plays a direct part 
in the conflict in Ukraine, although evidence to 
the contrary is mounting every day. The mes- 
sage is clear: if you dare to speak out, there will 
be serious reprisals,” said Sergei Nikitin, Am- 
nesty International’s Moscow Office Director. 

Soldiers’ Mothers of St. Petersburg will 
contest the decision in court. 

Ella Polyakova insists that the NGO does 


=a 


not receive any foreign funding. This, ac- 
cording to the law, is the necessary attribute 
of a “foreign agent”. The other necessary at- 
tribute is participation in political activities. 
According to the government, the NGOs’ 
political activities consist of “holding public 
meetings” and “forming public opinion”. 

Another NGO, the Institute for the De- 
velopment of Freedom of Information, also 
known for its independent position and 
critical pronouncements, was added to the 
“foreign agent register” on the same day. 

Russia’s so-called “foreign agent’s law” 
was passed in June 2012 and came into force 
in November 2012. It was changed earlier 
this year giving new powers to the Ministry 
of Justice to add NGOs to the register of _ 
“foreign agents” without their consent and 
without the need to go through lengthy court 
hearings as had been the case until recently. 

Hundreds of NGOs in Russia have experi- 
enced unannounced “inspections” by the au- 
thorities since the law was enacted; several 
have been heavily fined for refusing to brand 
themselves “foreign agents”, and some 
forced to close down. Twelve independent | 
NGOs have now been added to the register 
against their will, in the course of less than 
three months. 


Yatsenyuk rejects Putin’s peace plan 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Arseny Yatsenyuk has rejected Russian 
peace proposals for eastern Ukraine as an 
attempt to deceive the West about Moscow’s 
real intentions. 

In a statement on September 3, Yatsenyuk 
described the Russian peace plan as another 
attempt to “pull the wool over the eyes” of 
the international community on the eve of a 
NATO summit in Wales and an attempt to 
avert Western sanctions against Moscow. 

“The best plan for ending Russia’s war 


against Ukraine has only one single element 
— for Russia to withdraw its troops, its 
mercenaries, and its terrorists from Ukrainian 
territory,” he added. 

Yatsenyuk also told a cabinet meeting 
that Ukraine was beefing up its frontier with 
Russia by launching “the Wall project,” 
which entails the construction of “real ~~ 
border” infrastructure. 

He added that Ukraine was seeking the 
status of a “special partner, partner no. 1” 
with NATO. 
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Tryna Dovhan’s public humiliation in Donetsk sparked outrage in Ukraine and around the world. 


Ukrainian woman tells 
of public abuse 


at hands of terrorists 


By Dmitry Volchek 
and Farangis Najibullah 

Wrapped in a Ukrainian flag, Iryna 
Dovhan is forced to stand at a Donetsk inter- 
section with a sign identifying her as a spy 
and reading: “She kills our children.” 

A woman berates and then kicks Dovhan 
as a man holding a rifle looks on. 

Images of the scene that unfolded in east- 
erm Ukraine in August sparked outrage and 
concern for the initially unidentified woman. 
Dovhan’s name was eventually revealed and 
her story told, including in an interview with 
RFE/RL’s Russian Service. 

She was detained by pro-Russian separa- 
tists in Donetsk on August 24, accused of 
spying for Ukrainian forces. As Dovhan ex- 
plains, “the photos were only a small part of 
that horrible day.” 

She says she prayed for death as passers- 
by slapped her, spit on her, and called her a 
“fascist.” 

“Many young women would hit me in the 

- з face, on the head and ears. One photo can- 
not show all of that,” Dovhan told RFE/RL’s 
Russian Service. 

Dovhan recalls a “woman who took her 
time to take tomatoes from the trunk of her 
car” in order to hurl them at her. The woman 
then squashed two tomatoes onto her face, 
causing tomato juice to run into her eyes. 

“But the most horrible part was when 
people would come to just watch. Nicely 
dressed young men would stop their cars and 
pose for photos with me in the background.” 

Dovhan’s public humiliation at a busy 
intersection in downtown Donetsk was 
orchestrated by pro-Russian separatists, 
who accused her of serving as a spotter for 
Ukrainian artillery. 

Dovhan, 52, who ran a beauty salon in Ya- 
synuvata, a town outside Donetsk, insists she 
never acted as a spy. 

But she freely admits to being a volunteer 
who collected donations — food, clothes, 
medications, and money — from locals and 
delivered them to Ukrainian soldiers sta- 
tioned nearby. 

Dovhan says she wasn’t the only one in 
Donetsk who wanted to help Ukrainian sol- 
diers. 

“There were many people who supported 
me. They would bring money, blankets, 
some people would bring sleeping bags, so 
we received supplies all the time.” 

Dovhan says she was aware of the dangers 
involved when she — along with a female 
friend — drove to the area where the Ukrain- 
ian soldiers were stationed. 

“Sometime we would go in my car and the 
next time we would take her car so nobody 
would notice us.” 

Dovhan says she made a fateful mistake 

- when decided to take photos of soldiers 
receiving the collections to show them to 
people who donated the supplies. 

“Those photos later become key evidence 
against me,” says Dovhan, after her tablet 


was “somehow discovered” by the rebels. 

She was taken from her house in Yasynu- 
vata by separatists from the Vostok battalion. 

Dovhan says she was interrogated at the bat- 
talion’s base and that she refused to give up the 
names of people who helped with donations. 

Then Dovhan was handed over to a group 
of some 20 men she believes were from 
North Ossetia. 

“They started to seriously torture me,” 
Doyhan recalls.”It was total abuse. One 
of them shot pistols next to my ears many 
times, so I nearly lost my hearing.” 

Another called her a fascist and forced her 
to shout “Sieg Heil!”” 

Dovhan says she was terrified when the 
rebels threatened to gang-rape her. 

“They said, ‘How many men do you want 
— 10, 20? We have enough people. We can 
find you 40 or 50." 

Dovhan said she crawled on the floor and 
begged them to kill her. 

She recalls that, later that evening, they 
brought in a man accused of attempting to 
abuse a child. 

Dovhan says the man was tortured and 
possibly raped in the next room. She could 
hear him screaming. 

“It all happened without any proof, any 
trial, just someone called and accused the 
man, and he was being punished,” she says. 
“1 don’t know how that man could live after 
that experience. And I don’t know how I 
could live after what I went through.” 

Dovhan was freed on August 28 after two 
foreign journalists pleaded with Vostok bat- 
talion leader Aleksandr Khodakovsky to re- 
lease her. 

Khodakoysky ordered Dovhan freed and 
vowed to discipline those responsible for her 
detention and public humiliation. 

Dovhan, however, believes they will never 
be punished. 

She has since left Donetsk and joined her 
husband and two children in Mariupol, a 
town controlled by Ukrainian forces. 

Dovhan says the family will not be able 
to return in the foreseeable to their home in 
Yasynuvata, which was looted while she was 
in detention. 

She managed to retrieve some clothes, her 
car, and — most importantly, she says — her 
dog and two cats. 

The family is now looking to rebuild their 
lives in Mariupol. But they are not expecting 
any financial assistance from the Ukrainian 
government. 

“We have some money in a savings ac- 
count. We have two cars — one very old but 
it still works,” Dovhan says. 

“We will work. Besides, what kind of help 
can you expect from the government when 
the country is facing so many problems? 
We absolutely don’t need anything. We will 
manage.” 

Written by Farangis Najibullah based on an 
interview conducted by RFE/RL Russian 
Service correspondent Dmitry Volchek 
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A Ukrainian fighter from the Azov Battalion walks past a checkpoint on the outskirts of Mariupol 
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Survivors recall 
llovaisk massacre 


By Oksana Grytsenko, Kyiv Post 

Early on Aug. 29, a column of some 70 
Ukrainian armored vehicles rushed from 
Ilovaisk, a city in Donetsk Oblast, through a 
corridor offered by Russian troops. 

After driving 10 kilometers, the fleeing 
Ukrainians were instead trapped under mas- 
sive shelling by cannons and tanks. The ar- 
mored vehicles caught fire. 

“That was a real meat grinder,” Taras 
Samchuk, 28, soldier of 51th brigade told the 
Kyiv Post. “One armored vehicle exploded 
right next to us and the head of its gunner 
was burning in its helmet.” 

The Ukrainian troops lost hundreds of 
their fighters, including at least 100 killed, 
with others wounded or captured on the 
way out of Ilovaisk, a strategic city through 
which separatists were receiving military 
supplies from Russia to the besieged provin- 
cial capital of Donetsk. 

Those who survived the Ilovaisk tragedy 
directly place the blame on the Russian army, 
whose soldiers did most of the fighting. They 
also blame Ukraine’s military commanders 
for sending soldiers and volunteer fighters 
into war without sufficient reconnaissance 
or reinforcements. 

The whole Iloviask tragedy exposed many 
problems in this war, from the involvement 
of the Russian army to the lack of trust and 
coordination between the volunteer battal- 
ions and the army. 

While most of Ukraine’s volunteer bat- 
talions were formed as special police units 
that should support the army, in Ilovaisk they 
became the main combat force. 

Fighters of the Donbas, Dnipro, Azoy and 
Shakhtarsk volunteer battalions initially took 
Ilovaisk on Aug. 19. But the town turned out 
to be a trap for them. 

Vadim, 34, a deputy commander of Azoy 
Battalion who is known under his nom-de- 
guerre Trojan, said the battalion’s scouts 
reported strong fortifications and heavy 
weapons in possession of the Kremlin- 
backed insurgents around Ilovaisk, as well 
as Zuhres, Khartsyzsk and Mospine. But the 
army generals did not trust these reports and 
sent men into battle without proper recon- 
naissance. 

But Ukraine’s commanders underesti- 
mated the enemy. On Aug. 19-20, the 
Ukzainian fighters in Ilovaisk were repeat- 
edly shelled by Grad multiple rocket launch- 
ers and the well-trained pro-Russian Vostok 
and Oplot battalions. 

On Aug. 19, Azov’s battalion members 
were massively shelled across the Russian 
border. “It looked like a sunrise, but in fact it 
was the Smerch rockets shelling us,” Vadim, 
a former crisis manager in Kyiv, said. 

Since early Aug. 24, when the rest of the 
country celebrated Independence Day, the 
Ukrainian soldiers also started seeing Russian 
regular army and military vehicles on Ukraine’s 
territory. They were no longer hiding. 

Samchuk, who used to be a bartender in 


Lutsk before joining the army, said his 51th 
brigade burned a column of armored vehicles 
with distinctive Russian white emblems 
painted on them. A dozen Russian paratroop- 
ers were captured by the same brigade on the 
next day. 

On Aug 24, Russian forces managed to sur- 
round Ukrainians in Ilovaisk, killing dozens 
of soldiers with heavy rocket shelling. The 
situation continued to aggravate for the next 
two days, and no reinforcements were com- 
ing. Many men, including the commander of 
the Kherson Battalion, were killed. 

Semen Semenchenko, commander of the 
Donbas Battalion, who had been wounded 
in fights and was being treated in Dniprope- 
trovsk, demanded reinforcements to Ilovaisk 
from the Ukrainian government. Hundreds 
of Ukrainians picketed the army demanding 
help to get the fighters out of the trap and 
save their lives. 

Early in the morning on Aug. 29, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin called for a “hu- 
manitarian corridor for besieged Ukrainian 
soldiers in order to avoid senseless victims,” 
the Kremlin said. But either the Russian 
troops disobeyed their leader, were never 
ordered to open such a corridor in the first 
place, and Ukrainians who tried to use the 
corridor, were destroyed. 

Samchuk said apart from his 51th brigade, 
there were also fighters of Donbas and Dni- 
pro battalions and soldiers of the 92th brig- 
ade from Kharkiv who tried to use the cor- 
ridor. The soldier said he managed to survive 
thanks to the driver, who directed their ar- 
mored vehicle across the forest into the corn 
fields, saving 15 lives. 

Most of the soldiers who managed to get 
out of that hellish trap had wounds of every 
description, including broken legs, teeth, no- 
ses and shrapnel in their bodies. Samchuk, 
who took a part of a shell out of his shoulder 
himself and had bruises all over his head, 
didn’t consider these injuries at all. 

Residents of Komsomolske, a town south 
of Ilovaisk, said they saw a column of ex- 
hausted Ukrainian soldiers heading from 
there in the morning on Aug. 30. “They were 
dirty, unshaved, some wounded, some with 
their pants torn,” a local resident told the 
Kyiv Post, fearing to give his name. 

Russian TV channel Rossiya showed foot- 
age with dozens of Ukrainian servicemen, 
wounded and humiliated, in captivity of sep- 
aratists. A bearded rebel commander called 
Senia said that he has 173 Ukrainians cap- 
tured near Ilovaisk. He said the rebels want- 
ed to make them rebuild the destroyed cities 
of Donbas. 

The battalion commanders as well as army 
soldiers are blaming army generals for the 
tragic events in Ilovaisk, as well as leaks 
about the location of Ukrainian forces. All of 
them feel betrayed by Ukraine. 

“T don’t know in how many years it will 
take me to want to celebrate Ukraine’s In- 
dependence Day after this,” Samchuk said. 
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Zaporizhzhy 


By Iryna Shtohrin and Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL)—tThe fields fringing 
the city of Zaporizhzhya, in south- 
eastern Ukraine, are bustling with 
activity. 

Hundreds of volunteers have 
been digging trenches to defend 
their city should-the escalating con- 
flict in the neighboring Donetsk re- 
gion spill over into their province. 

So far, the Zaporizhzhya region 
has been spared the conflict pit- 
ting Ukrainian government forces 
against pro-Russian separatists. 

But with renewed fighting erupt- 
ing in both Donetsk and Mariupol, 
a government-controlled port city 
close to the border with their re- 
gion, Zaporizhzhya residents are 
bracing for the worst. 

“We are already talking about 
forming self-defense groups,” says 
Oleksandr Donovskiy, council 
head in the village of Hnarovske. 
“We’ve appealed to hunters, people 
who own registered firearms. We 
are also in talks with farmers and 
farm managers who have vehicles 
that we could use.” 

Like in other villages and towns 
across the Zaporizhzhya region, 
few in Hnarovske believe the fragile 
cease-fire between Ukraine and sep- 
aratist rebels will hold for long. 

In Mariupol, where Ukrain- 
jan troops retain defensive lines 
against the insurgents, a 33-year- 
old woman was killed and three 
other people injured during over- 
night shelling little more than 24 
hours after the truce came into ef- 
fect. Many residents are reportedly 
fleeing the city. 

Sustained shelling and gunfire 


Hundreds of residents of Zaporizhzhy 


a braces for violence 


a dig a trench in an effort to defend 
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the city of Zaporizhzhya, whose region lies next to war-torn Donetsk. 


were then reported outside Donetsk 
on September 7. 

The violence comes as the rebels 
push southward in what is seen as 
an attempt to carve out a land cor- 
ridor between the Russian border 
and the Crimean peninsula, an- 
nexed by Russia in March. 

It has sent jitters across Hnar- 
ovske, which lies some 250 kilom- 
eters west of Mariupol. 

As the conflict threatens to draw 
closer, Hnarovske’s 1,300 in- 
habitants are making preparations 
should their village come under 
shelling. 

“We’ve asked our local school to 
free up its basement, its needs to be 
accessible to shelter the children,” 
he says. “Our local House of Cul- 
ture also has a basement.” 

Back in Zaporizhzhya, check- 
points have been established all 


around the city to repel a potential 
rebel onslaught. 

Local authorities and volunteers 
have joined forces to provide the 
men holding the checkpoints with 
warm meals and transportation. 

To reach Zaporizhzhya, the re- 
gion’s main city, the insurgents 
would first have to pass through a 
number of local villages. 

While Zaporizhzhya may have 
the necessary resources to sus- 
tain an attack, Donovskiy says the 
Ukrainian government’s excessive 
centralization means the region’s 
cash-strapped villages would be 
mostly left to fend for themselves. 

“The enemy would be able to 
pass right through our villages, be- 
cause villages are weak, they have 
no influence on local and regional 
authorities,” he says. “People here 
are simply surviving.” 


NHL stars support Russia’s terrorism 


(EuroMaidan)—A number of Russian NHL stars 
have quickly taken to backing their homeland in the 
war against Ukraine, with multiple MVP Alexander 
Ovechkin making the most recent headlines. 

On Instagram, Ovechkin posted a controversial pic- 
ture of himself holding a card reading “save children 
from fascism.” Given the context of evoking ‘fascism’ 
in Russian rhetoric of the past several months, the 
Washington Capitals winger is effectively saying Rus- 
sia must save children from Ukraine and Ukrainians, 
or possibly even Americans, as many Russians blame 
the U.S. for importing ‘fascism’ into Ukraine. 

Affixed to the picture is also the note: “Our grand- 
parents have seen the horrors of fascism. We will not 
allow it in our time!!” — clearly throwing his weight 
behind Russia’s military invasion aimed at preventing 
Ukrainian democracy and independence from taking 
root. 

Acclaimed historian Timothy Snyder best explains 
the politics of the term: 

Thus began the politics of fascism and anti-fascism, 
where Moscow was the defender of all that was good, 
and its critics were fascists. This very effective pose, 
of course, did not preclude an actual Soviet alliance 
with the actual Nazis in 1939. Given today’s return of 
Russian propaganda to anti-fascism, this is an import- 
ant point to remember: The whole grand moral Mani- 
chaeism was meant to serve the state, and as such did 
not limit it in any way. The embrace of anti-fascism as 
a rhetorical strategy is quite different from opposing 
actual fascists. 

“Anti-fascist” slogans (and even organizations) are 
also typically espoused as a smokescreen by Russia’s 
far-right, a political sphere that ironically contains a 
plethora of racist, neo-Nazi and indeed fascist figures. 
A leading figure of this core, Russian ideologue Alex- 
ander Dugin, recently called for the outright genocide 
of Ukrainians, calling for the country to be “cleansed” 
of the Ukrainian “race of bastards.” 

This show of support for Putin’s war did not just 
stop there, with Ovechkin posting another photo two 
days later with fellow Russian NHL star Evgeni Mal- 
kin, brandishing a pair of Vladimir Putin iPhone cases, 
“a souvenir from our president.” 

For his part, Malkin makes his position directly 
known in a number of recent uploads. A month ago, he 
posted photos of himself posing with both a figure of 
Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin, and an airbrushed por- 
trait of Putin on the hood of a BMW. 


More direct though is this group shot which features 
Malkin (right) and another NHL player, Sergei Gon- 
char wearing Putin fan shirts in a group photo. 

The shirts aren’t simply innocuous kitsch, but rather 
an advertisement for Crimea’s occupation. The slogan 
beneath the venerating screen prints of macho-Putin, 
which is also coyly repeated by Malkin in the photo 
description (with a smiley face to boot), says “polite 
people” — a term popularized among Russian national- 
ists to describe the military personnel who participat- 
ed in the annexation of Crimea. To people like Malkin 
and Gonchar, Crimea was a ‘polite’ annexation. 

All of this should come as no surprise given these 
players’ track records. Following Russia’s ПНЕ World 
Championship win this summer, Putin joined in on 
the celebrations, partying with the players. The cham- 
pionship, which was hosted in Belarus, was wrought 
with controversy with many fans speculating that 
the officiating was fixed and rightfully protesting the 
overlooked actions of the Russian head coach who 
used a hidden radio device to circumvent his standing 
suspension. 

Days later the stars, Ovechkin and Malkin, were 
seen again being more than chummy with the Russian 
leader at a state ceremony held for the roster. While 
they may have just been overjoyed since Putin had just 
bought the players brand new Mercedes sports cars to 
celebrate the win, Ovechkin’s personal relationship 
with the benevolent dictator goes further back, even- 
ing having his personal home phone number (the two 
call each other frequently). 

Detroit star Pavel Datsyuk caused a furor earlier in 
the year for his comments on Russia’s repressive anti- 
gay laws. When asked for his position he responded 
with: “I’m an orthodox and that says it all.’ As Sports 
Illustrated pointed out, the Russian orthodox church’s 
position on the subject is straightforward: “This is a 
very dangerous apocalyptic symptom, and we must 
do everything in our powers to ensure that sin is 
never sanctioned in Russia by state law, because that 
would mean that the nation has embarked on a path 
of self-destruction.” The Russian church’s position on 
Ukraine is, of course, not the least bit more encour- 
aging. 

But just how strong are the convictions of these 
players in their support for Russia? One thing’s for 
sure, they very much enjoy their American salaries 
and won’t be too thrilled if Russia continues to clamp 
down on American imports. 
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Amnesty reports mounting 


evidence of war crimes and 
Russian involvement 


(UkrNews)—Ukrainian militia and separatist forces are responsible 
for war crimes, Amnesty International said Sept. 7. The organisation ac- 
cused Russia of fuelling separatist crimes as it revealed satellite images 
indicating a build-up of Russian armour and artillery in eastern Ukraine. 

Amnesty International calls on all parties, including Russia, to stop 
violations of the laws of war. 

“All sides in this conflict have shown disregard for civilian lives and 
are blatantly violating their international obligations,” said Salil Shetty, 
Amnesty International’s Secretary General, who travels to Kyiv and 
Moscow in the coming days. 

“Our evidence shows that Russia is fuelling the conflict, both through 
direct interference and by supporting the separatists in the East. Russia 
must stop the steady flow of weapons and other support to an insurgent 
force heavily implicated in gross human rights violations.” 

Amnesty International researchers on the ground in eastern Ukraine 
have documented incidents of indiscriminate shelling, abductions, tor- 
ture, and killings. 

The Kremlin has repeatedly denied any involvement in the fighting in 
Ukraine, but satellite imagery and testimony gathered by the organization 
provide compelling evidence that the fighting has burgeoned into what 
Amnesty International now considers an international armed conflict. 

The images show new artillery positions being established just inside 
the Ukrainian border between August 13 and 29, including what appear 
to be 122-mm Howitzer D-30 artillery units in firing positions pointed 
toward the west. Two of the positions have a support vehicle and what 
looks like bunkers. On August 29, six armoured amphibious vehicles 
(likely BRDM-2s) can be seen. 

Another similar artillery position can be seen in a field northeast of the 
first, also within Ukrainian territory. Imagery from August 26 shows six 
relatively advanced self-propelled howitzers (likely 2519 Msta-S 152- 
mm) in firing positions facing southwest at Ukrainian army locations. 

Between August 26 and 29 the artillery has been moved into a west fa- 
cing firing position still within Ukraine. On August 29 the imagery shows 
what look like numerous military vehicles in the area along the tree line 
and in the neighboring field. 

“These satellite images, coupled with reports of Russian troops cap- 
tured inside Ukraine and eyewitness accounts of Russian troops and mil- 
itary vehicles rolling across the border leave no doubt that this is now an 
international armed conflict,” said Shetty. 

Amnesty International researchers on the ground in eastern Ukraine 
interviewed eyewitnesses fleeing from fighting near Alechevsk, Donetsk, 
Kramatorsk, Krasny Luch, Lisichansk, Luhansk, Rubeznoe, Pervomaisk 
and Slovyansk. Researchers also interviewed Ukrainian refugees in the 
Rostoy region of Russia. 

Civilians from these areas told Amnesty International that the Ukrain- 
ian government forces subjected their neighbourhoods to heavy shell- 
ing. Their testimonies suggest that the attacks were indiscriminate and 
may amount to war crimes. Witnesses also said that separatist fighters 
abducted, tortured, and killed their neighbours. 

In an illustrative incident, residents of Slovyansk told Amnesty Inter- 
national that separatist fighters kidnapped a local pastor, two of his sons 
and two churchgoers, and requested a US$50,000 ransom for their re- 
lease. By the time the local community managed to collect the requested 
ransom, the witnesses said, the captors had killed all of the men. 


France fudges on warship 


(RFE/RL)—French President Francois Hollande has said a cease-fire 
and a political settlement in Ukraine are conditions for France to deliver 
the first of two Mistral-class warships to Russia. 

Speaking on the sidelines of a NATO summit in Wales on September 
4, Hollande said the contract to supply the vessels was neither cancelled 
nor suspended. 

But he said the conditions for delivering the first ship, due to be handed 
over to Russia in October, did not exist. 

France announced on September 3 that Moscow’s aggressive actions 
in eastern Ukraine were the reasons for the decision not to deliver the 
warship, called the “Vladivostok.” 

France had come under strong public pressure from the United States 
and European partners to scrap the 1.2 billion euro ($1.6 billion), signed 
under former President Nicolas Sarkozy in 2011. 


Ukrainian troops abandon Luhansk airport 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian military officials say government forces have 
pulled back from the airport of the eastern city of Luhansk following 
clashes with pro-Russian separatists. 

Military spokesman Andriy Lysenko said the soldiers made an 
“organized retreat” from the airport on September І in the face of an 
intensifying assault that he blamed on “professional artillery gunmen of 
the Russian armed forces.” 

Lysenko said troops had been battling a Russian tank battalion there. 

He added that there were “no fewer than four [Russian] battalion- 
tactical groups” in Ukraine, adding that each one comprised 400 men. 

The announcement came shortly before Ukrainian and Russian 
officials, separatist rebels, and OSCE representatives met in Minsk, the 
capital of neighboring Belarus, to discuss the Ukraine crisis. 

Those talks reportedly lasted four hours but no details were announced. 
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(Piccadilly PR)—After spending their first 
summer home in 11 years, Volya Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble — one of the top Ukrain- 
jan dance companies in Canada — is thrilled 
to present their largest and most spectacular 
show since their last Jubilee appearance sev- 
en years ago, 25 Years of Volya: The Free- 
dom Lives On. To add to the occasion, Volya 
is bringing special guests Dnipro Academic 
Ukrainian Folk Music Ensemble from Kyiv, 
who will accompany the dancers throughout 
the performance. The show is in Edmonton 
for one night only, at the Northern Alberta 
Jubilee Auditorium on October 10. 

Split up into two halves, the first half of 
25 Years of Volya depicts some of the trad- 
itional celebrations and historical aspects of 
Ukrainian culture, while the second half ex- 
plores a more modern Ukraine and includes 
dances not commonly seen, such as Kuban- 
skiy Kozachok and Black Sea Kozaks. Both 
halves feature all original choreography by 
artistic director Zhenia Bahri, some of it 
never seen on stage before. 

“Tt is very exciting to be producing such 
a large show here at home,” says Bahri. “It 
will be great to have an Edmonton audience 
see the amazing talent in Volya. The dancers 
have been working very hard to bring it all 
together.” Volya has spent the last 11 sum- 
mer seasons touring to festivals and events 
around the world, representing Edmonton 
and Canada on an international stage. 

“Tt is an honour to be part of Volya dur- 
ing its 25th anniversary year,” says Olesia 
Markevych, Volya’s president. “We highly 
respect the history of how Volya came to 
be—formed by a small group of dancers 
committed to technical excellence and cre- 
ative freedom—and we continue to centre 
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Above: Volya performs “Hospodynnia’; Below: 


our dancing around those things.” Known 
for their technical excellence, intricate foot- 
work, and their athletic artistry, Volya is sure 
to thrill fans and new audiences alike. 

25 Years of Volya: The Freedom Lives On 
is at the Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditor- 
ium at 7:00 PM on October 10. Tickets are 
available at Ticketmaster. A matinee school 
performance is also on October 10 at 10:30 
AM. For school group booking information 
contact Rosemary at rosemary@piccadilly- 
pr.ca. 

25 Years of Volya will also perform two 
family matinees in Saskatoon on October 4 
at the Lakeview Church Theatre (tickets at 
Ticketmaster) and in North Battleford on 
October 5 at the Dekker Centre for the Per- 
forming Arts (tickets at dekkercentre.com). 

For more information about Volya, visit 
volya.org. View their recent YouTube video. 
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The Freedom Lives On 


Edmonton’s Volya produces most spectacular show in 7 years 
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“Verbychanka”’ 


Final Concert 


SUSK supports English 


(SUSK)—In July 2014, Ukrainian Can- 
adian Students’ Union (SUSK) supported 
an English language education program in 
Ternopil, Ukraine, led by SUSK alumnus 
Taras Maluzynsky (Vice-President Prairies, 
1981-1983). 

Taras is an experienced teacher from Win- 
nipeg. Over the last two years, Taras has been 
spending part of his summers in Ternopil, 
Ukraine, where he teaches children English. 
This year’s course ran from July 14 through 
to August 1. As a side-project of the SUSK 
"Норе/Надія" Shevchenko t-shirt initiative, 
we partnered to ensure SUSK Shevchenko t- 
shirts were part of Taras’ English language 
program. 


= language education in Ternopil 


Children aged 6-15 participated in the 
English language program, which is offered 
free-of-charge at the Ternopil Children’s 
Library #5. Participants learned English 
through interactive lessons, including speak- 
ing, listening, reading, writing, viewing, 
representing, singing, and physical educa- 
tion. 

A special initiative had children prepar- 
ing letters, making drawings, and creat- 
ing “motanka” dolls for soldiers in Eastern 
Ukraine. At the end of the course, parents 
were invited to a concert, showeasing their 
children’s successes. Local dignitaries and 


journalists were on-hand to take in the Au- 


gust | event. 


